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exhibit introduction
Throughout the exh�b�t�on The Sixties: A Decade That Defined a Generation at the 
Lorenzo Cultural Center students w�ll d�scover both the un�versal and the un�que 
about one of the most defin�ng decades �n our nat�on’s h�story through a ser�es of 
exh�b�ts employ�ng v�deo, aud�o, photos and art�facts.
Th�s packet of �nformat�on �s des�gned to ass�st teachers �n mak�ng the most of the�r 
students’ v�s�t to the Lorenzo Cultural Center. Conta�ned �n th�s packet are:

1. An outl�ne of the exh�b�t
2. Facts, �nformat�on, quotes and act�v�t�es related to the s�xt�es
3. Lesson plans related to the s�xt�es
4. A resource l�st w�th webs�tes, addresses and �nformat�on
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The Sixties: A Decade That Defined a Generation

february 28–May 16, 2009

Part i: eXHibit outline
background information on the sixties

introduction
The Sixties: A Decade that Defined a Generation was one of turmo�l and change. The country was jolted by the assass�nat�ons 
of one pres�dent, two c�v�l r�ghts leaders, and one pres�dent�al hopeful. Nuclear war was barely averted. The country was less 
w�ll�ng to tolerate soc�al �nequ�t�es. As the decade wore on, the war �n V�etnam became �ncreas�ngly content�ous, w�th protests 
grow�ng �n frequency and s�ze. At the beg�nn�ng of the decade, one man orb�ted the earth, and at the end, two men walked on 
the moon.
Annette, Fab�an and Elv�s entered our theaters. Then, �n a bl�nk, th�ngs changed; Br�t�sh mus�c filled the a�r waves and w�ld 
fash�ons became a statement.  T-sh�rts became t�e-dyed, ha�r grew, sk�rts shortened and h�-fi stereos got louder. Coffee houses 
and folk mus�c flour�shed. College students fought for �ndependence of thought; c�v�l r�ghts and fem�n�sm became major 
top�cs. Schools became �ntegrated. Draft cards and bras were burned.

The early years
In the 1960s, as �n most eras, everyone �nclud�ng M�ch�gan�ans dreamed of a better l�fe. In the early years of the 1960s fam�ly 
l�fe was st�ll dom�nated by the trad�t�onal roles for mother and father. Telev�s�on shows reflected good, old-fash�oned fam�ly 
values. Ed Sull�van treated us to Elv�s, Frank S�natra and Wayne Newton. But soon, su�ts and t�es gave way to jeans. ‘Father 
knows best’ wasn’t always the case. Greased ha�r and leather changed to long ha�r and beads.

The Political scene
The Cold War, the state of confl�ct, tens�on and compet�t�on that ex�sted between the Un�ted States and the Sov�et Un�on, 
began follow�ng WW II and through the 1960s. The closest these superpowers came to war was dur�ng the Cuban M�ss�le 
Cr�s�s �n 1962, when the Sov�et Un�on secretly placed offens�ve m�ss�les w�th nuclear warheads �n Cuba, and provoked an 
Amer�can naval quarant�ne that brought the two superpowers to the br�nk of war. However, the threat of nuclear ann�h�lat�on 
restra�ned the Un�ted States and the Sov�et Un�on from d�rectly confront�ng each other �n battle.
The Space Race grew out of the Cold War between the Un�ted States and the Sov�et Un�on and was a cruc�al arena for th�s 
r�valry. Our nat�on marveled at advances �n technology and JFK’s comm�tment to go to the moon �n less than a decade. Early 
Apollo m�ss�ons broke barr�ers and solved techn�cal problems, wh�ch allowed the Apollo 11 fl�ght to launch on July 16, 1969, 
manned by astronauts Ne�l Armstrong, Edw�n Aldr�n Jr., and M�chael Coll�ns. After the land�ng of the Lunar Module on July 
20, 1969, Armstrong donned h�s space su�t to become the first man to step on the moon’s surface and speak the now-h�stor�cal 
phrase, “That’s one small step for man, and one g�ant leap for mank�nd.”
John F�tzgerald Kennedy defeated R�chard N�xon �n the 1960 U.S. pres�dent�al elect�on, one of the closest �n Amer�can h�story. 
At forty-three, he was the youngest elected to the office. Kennedy �s also the only pres�dent to have won a Pul�tzer Pr�ze. As�de 
from the Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s and the Space Race, other major events dur�ng h�s br�ef adm�n�strat�on �ncluded the Bay of P�gs 
Invas�on, the Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s, bu�ld�ng of the Berl�n Wall, the Space Race, an accelerat�on �n the C�v�l R�ghts Movement, 
early events of the V�etnam War and the creat�on of the Peace Corps. JFK first ment�oned the Peace Corps on Oct. 14, 1960 
dur�ng a 1:30 a.m. appearance at the Un�vers�ty of M�ch�gan Un�on. John F. Kennedy was assass�nated on November 22, 1963, 
�n Dallas, Texas.
Lyndon Ba�nes Johnson, succeeded to the pres�dency follow�ng the assass�nat�on of Pres�dent John F. Kennedy, completed 
h�s term and was elected Pres�dent �n h�s own r�ght �n a landsl�de v�ctory �n 1964. Johnson was respons�ble for des�gn�ng the 
“Great Soc�ety” leg�slat�on that �ncluded c�v�l r�ghts laws, vot�ng laws, Med�care, Med�ca�d, a�d to educat�on, and the “War on 
Poverty.” S�multaneously, he escalated the Amer�can �nvolvement �n the V�etnam War from 16,000 Amer�can sold�ers �n 1963 
to 500,000 �n early 1968. LBJ’s most memorable v�s�t to M�ch�gan was h�s commencement address to U of M grads on May 
22, 1964 where he asked all �n attendance to jo�n the “Great Soc�ety.”
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R�chard M�lhous N�xon served as v�ce pres�dent from 1953 unt�l 1961. Desp�te announc�ng h�s ret�rement from pol�t�cs after 
los�ng the Cal�forn�a gubernator�al elect�on �n 1962, N�xon was elected pres�dent �n 1968. The most �mmed�ate task fac�ng 
Pres�dent N�xon was the V�etnam War. He �n�t�ally escalated the confl�ct, oversee�ng secret bomb�ng campa�gns, but began to 
w�thdraw Amer�can troops from V�etnam �n June 1969 and �ntroduced a lottery system that �mproved the m�l�tary draft system 
�n December of that year.

The War
Un�ted States m�l�tary �nvolvement �n V�etnam began as early as the m�d-1950s �n an effort to halt the spread of commun�sm 
�n Southeast As�a. V�etnam was a country d�v�ded, w�th the South V�etnamese government a�ded by the Un�ted States and 
commun�sts forces back�ng the government of North V�etnam.
The Un�ted States government bel�eved that �f North V�etnam were to ga�n full control of the country, then the rest of 
Southeast As�a and beyond would eventually fall to commun�st rule. By 1963 Pres�dent Kennedy had tr�pled U.S. a�d, and the 
number of m�l�tary adv�sors present �n V�etnam had r�sen from several hundred to s�xteen thousand.
By 1965 the push to �ncrease Amer�can m�l�tary occupat�on �n V�etnam forced the Select�ve Serv�ce to �ncrease draft calls. 
As Amer�can casualt�es rose, so d�d the protest aga�nst the Un�ted States’ �nvolvement. The North V�etnamese jo�ned forces 
w�th the V�et Cong to launch the Tet Offens�ve �n 1968, attack�ng approx�mately one hundred South V�etnamese c�t�es and 
towns. U.S troops �n V�etnam reached a peak of 540,000 �n 1968 before Pres�dent N�xon ordered the first of many U.S troop 
w�thdrawals �n July 1969.

national:
Number of Amer�cans who served �n V�etnam .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,700,000
Average age of U.S. combat personnel �n V�etnam   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 19
Number of U.S. serv�cemen k�lled �n combat �n V�etnam   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  59,000
Number of women m�l�tary personnel who served dur�ng V�etnam era   .  .  .  .  .  .  .193,000
Number of women k�lled �n act�on �n V�etnam   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8
Number class�fied as ser�ously wounded   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .153,300
Number of serv�cemen who lost at least one l�mb.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10,000
Number of South V�etnamese m�l�tary personnel k�lled dur�ng war .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .220,357
Number of South V�etnamese m�l�tary personnel wounded .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .499,000
Est�mated number of North V�etnamese m�l�tary and V�et Cong KIA .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .444,000
Est�mated number of V�etnamese c�v�l�ans k�lled �n war   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .587,000
Est�mated number of V�etnamese c�v�l�ans wounded �n war .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .935,000
One out of every ten who served �n V�etnam were k�lled or wounded. 68% of casualt�es occurred dur�ng 1967–69.

Michigan:
Number of M�ch�gan�ans who served �n V�etnam.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2,654
Number st�ll l�sted as m�ss�ng �n act�on (MIA) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 53
Number of Congress�onal Medal of Honor rec�p�ents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6

The rights of the People
Some who grew up �n the years follow�ng the end of WW II felt the prescr�bed �deal for Amer�can l�fe was restr�ct�ng and �ts 
rewards unsat�sfy�ng. Secur�ty and conform�ty seemed less �mportant than self-express�on. Mater�al success and prest�ge d�d not 
seem as des�rable as mean�ngful human relat�onsh�ps. Young people grew more and more aware of poverty and rac�al �njust�ce 
�n Amer�ca and became soc�ally act�ve �n quest�on�ng the accepted v�ew of the Un�ted States as an �deal and fully free soc�ety.
Amer�cans were moved by the V�etnam War, rac�al �njust�ce, fear of nuclear ann�h�lat�on, and the rampant mater�al�sm of 
cap�tal�st soc�ety. Many were �nsp�red by leaders such as John F. Kennedy and Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr. Small groups staged s�t-
�ns at schools, local lunch counters, and other publ�c fac�l�t�es. Masses gathered �n the nat�on’s c�t�es to protest what they saw as 
Amer�ca’s shortcom�ngs.
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S�gn�ficant events �n the 1960s C�v�l R�ghts Movement �ncluded the Lunch Counter S�t-In where four Afr�can Amer�can 
college freshmen from Greensboro, North Carol�na strolled �nto the segregated F. W. Woolworth store and qu�etly sat down. 
They were not served but stayed unt�l clos�ng t�me �n protest. The Freedom R�ders of the early 1960s rode through the South 
seek�ng �ntegrat�on of the bus, ra�l, and a�rport term�nals. The August 28, 1963, March on Wash�ngton saw more than 250,000 
blacks and wh�tes, s�de by s�de, call�ng on Pres�dent Kennedy and the Congress to prov�de equal�ty for Afr�can Amer�cans.
Metro Detro�t played a p�votal role �n the C�v�l R�ghts Movement. On June 23, 1963, led by Dr. Mart�n Luther K�ng, Jr., 
125,000 people marched down Woodward for rac�al equal�ty. On July 23, 1967, Detro�t pol�ce ra�ded a bl�nd p�g on 12th 
Street �n Detro�t and arrested patrons, but were met by a host�le crowd �n the early morn�ng hours. Soon a s�gn�ficant sect�on 
of the near west s�de was engulfed �n r�ot�ng. When �t ended nearly a week later, 43 are dead, 467 �njured, 7,231 arrested and 
2,509 stores were looted or burned. The Detro�t R�ot was the most lethal of scores of such urban upr�s�ngs that began �n Los 
Angeles �n 1965. Focus: HOPE was founded on March 18, 1968 w�th the m�ss�on of bu�ld�ng a metropol�tan commun�ty 
where all people may l�ve �n freedom, harmony, trust and affect�on.
Dr. Mart�n Luther K�ng, Jr. �s un�versally recogn�zed as one of the greatest c�v�l r�ghts leaders of all t�me. When he spoke, 
people l�stened. H�s courage and the power of h�s message galvan�zed the C�v�l R�ghts Movement and changed the course 
of race relat�ons �n the Un�ted States. K�ng’s nonv�olent �deals were echoed �n a speech g�ven near the end of the March on 
Wash�ngton �n 1963. At the foot of the L�ncoln Memor�al, he made h�s now-famous “I Have a Dream” speech. In 1964, K�ng 
became the youngest person to rece�ve the Nobel Peace Pr�ze. On Apr�l 4, 1968, Mart�n Luther K�ng, Jr. was assass�nated �n 
Memph�s, Tennessee.
Dur�ng the 1960s, �ncreas�ng numbers of marr�ed women entered the labor force, but �n 1963 the average work�ng woman 
earned only 63 percent of what a man made. That year author Betty Fr�edan publ�shed The Feminine Mystique, an explos�ve 
cr�t�que of m�ddle-class patterns that helped m�ll�ons of women art�culate a pervas�ve sense of d�scontent. Fr�edan encouraged 
readers to seek new roles and respons�b�l�t�es, to seek the�r own personal and profess�onal �dent�t�es rather than have them 
defined by the outs�de, male-dom�nated soc�ety.
Reform leg�slat�on also prompted change. The 1964 C�v�l R�ghts Act �ncluded an amendment to outlaw d�scr�m�nat�on on 
the bas�s of gender as well as race. Women themselves took measures to �mprove the�r lot. In 1966, 28 profess�onal women, 
�nclud�ng Betty Fr�edan, establ�shed the Nat�onal Organ�zat�on for Women (NOW) “to take act�on to br�ng Amer�can women 
�nto full part�c�pat�on �n the ma�nstream of Amer�can soc�ety now.”

Peace and love
Many young people quest�oned Amer�ca’s mater�al�sm and cultural and pol�t�cal norms. Seek�ng a better world, some used 
mus�c, pol�t�cs, and alternat�ve l�festyles to create what came to be known as the counterculture. Unconvent�onal appearance, 
mus�c, drugs, commun�tar�an exper�ments, and sexual l�berat�on were hallmarks of the s�xt�es counterculture. To some 
Amer�cans, these attr�butes reflected Amer�can �deals of free speech, equal�ty, and pursu�t of happ�ness. Other people saw the 
counterculture as self-�ndulgent, po�ntlessly rebell�ous, unpatr�ot�c, and destruct�ve of Amer�ca’s moral order.
Dur�ng the summer of 1967 tens of thousands of young people flocked to the Ha�ght-Ashbury d�str�ct �n San Franc�sco for 
the “Summer of Love.” The counterculture l�festyle �ntegrated many of the �deals of the t�me: peace, love, harmony, mus�c, 
myst�c�sm, and rel�g�ons outs�de the Judeo-Chr�st�an trad�t�on. Med�tat�on, yoga, and psychedel�c drugs were embraced as 
routes to expand�ng one’s consc�ousness. Many members of the counterculture saw the�r own l�ves as ways to express pol�t�cal 
and soc�al bel�efs. Personal appearance, song lyr�cs, and the arts were some of the methods used to make both �nd�v�dual and 
communal statements.

The Groovy life
Youth dom�nated the culture of the 1960’s, as 70 m�ll�on ch�ldren from the post-war baby boom became teenagers and young 
adults.  These youth swayed the fash�on, the fads and the pol�t�cs of the decade. Cal�forn�a surfers took to skateboards as a 
way to stay fit out of season, and by 1963, the fad had spread across the country.  Barb�e dolls, �ntroduced by Mattel �n 1959, 
became a huge success �n the s�xt�es, so much so that r�val toy manufacturer Hasbro came up w�th G. I. Joe. 
In 1960, Elv�s returned to the mus�c scene from the US Army, jo�n�ng the other wh�te male vocal�sts at the top of the charts; 
Ne�l Sedaka, Paul Anka, and Frank�e Avalon. Amer�ca, however, was ready for a change.  The Motown Record Company came 
on the scene, w�th groups such as the Supremes and Smoky Rob�nson.   Bob Dylan helped br�ng about a folk mus�c rev�val, 
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along w�th Joan Baez and Peter, Paul & Mary.  The Beach Boys began record�ng mus�c that appealed to h�gh schoolers.  The 
Beatles burst �nto popular�ty w�th �nnovat�ve rock mus�c that appealed to all ages. 
In the m�d-1960’s, Ac�d Rock, h�ghly ampl�fied and �mprov�sat�onal, and the more mellow Psychedel�c Rock ga�ned 
prom�nence.  Jefferson A�rplane and the Grateful Dead grew out of th�s the counterculture �n 1967.  The Woodstock Mus�c 
and Art Fa�r made h�story. Nearly half a m�ll�on concert-goers flocked to Bethel, New York from August 15-18, 1969 to see 
th�rty-two of the best-known mus�c�ans of the day. It was, depend�ng on one’s po�nt of v�ew, four days of generos�ty, peace, 
great mus�c, l�berat�on, and expand�ng consc�ousness, or four days of self-�ndulgence, no�se, prom�scu�ty, and �llegal drug use.
The 1960’s began w�th crew cuts on men and bouffant ha�rstyles on women and ended w�th ha�r that was long and b�g. 
Men’s casual sh�rts were often pla�d and buttoned down the front, wh�le knee-length dresses were requ�red wear for women �n 
most publ�c places.  By m�d-decade, m�n�sk�rts or hot pants were worn w�th go-go boots. Br�ght colors, polyester pants, su�ts 
w�th Nehru jackets, and turtlenecks were �n vogue for men.  By the end of the decade, t�es, when worn, were up to 5” w�de, 
patterned even when worn w�th str�pes.  Women wore peasant sk�rts or granny dresses and chunky shoes.  Bell bottomed jeans, 
love beads, and t�e-dyed t-sh�rts were popular.  Cloth�ng was as l�kely to be purchased at surplus stores as bout�ques. 
In the 1960s Broadway gave us Camelot, Hello Dolly, Ol�ver, and Ha�r. Mov�es �ncluded the Sound of Mus�c, 101 Dalmat�ons, 
M�dn�ght Cowboy, The Graduate and s�x James Bond mov�es. Teens danced the Mashed Potato, the Sw�m, the Watus�, the 
Monkey and the Jerk wh�le watch�ng Amer�can Bandstand. Telev�s�on began broadcast�ng �n color and The Fl�ntstones, the 
Jetsons, the Andy Gr�ffith Show, Bew�tched, Laugh-In and Star Trek were popular. In 1964, 73 m�ll�on v�ewers watched the 
Beatles on The Ed Sull�van Show.
In the Detro�t area, rock �cons of the 1960s �ncluded the MC5, Iggy Pop, Al�ce Cooper, Ted Nugent, M�tch Ryder and Bob 
Seger. The Beatles appeared at Olymp�a Stad�um on Sept. 6, 1964 and returned to Detro�t �n 1966. Detro�t celebrated as the 
T�gers won the World Ser�es �n 1968 w�th M�ckey Lol�ch, Al Kal�ne, W�ll�e Horton, M�ckey Stanley and J�m Northrup.
On Oct. 12, 1969, WKNR-FM deejay Russ G�bb was called by a l�stener wonder�ng about Beatle Paul McCartney’s death. 
W�th�n hours, Uncle Russ—as the deejay was known �n h�s h�pp�e days – had rece�ved nat�onal accla�m for break�ng the story 
of Paul’s hushed-up dem�se. It made for great rad�o. L�steners suggested how to detect supposed clues �nclud�ng play�ng var�ous 
songs backwards to reveal h�dden messages.

Motown turns 50
In 1960 Berry Gordy, Jr. transformed a two-story house at 2648 W. Grand Blvd. �nto “H�tsv�lle USA,” Motown’s first 
headquarters. In January 1961, the Pr�mettes s�gned w�th Motown and became the Supremes; contracts were also �nked 
w�th the Marvelettes and Marv�n Gaye. Born �n Sag�naw, Stev�e Wonder jo�ned Motown �n the m�d-1960s, when he was a 
teenager known as L�ttle Stev�e. Other major Motown stars from M�ch�gan �ncluded Aretha Frankl�n, Smokey Rob�nson, The 
Temptat�ons, The Four Tops, The Contours and Martha & The Vandellas.

Macomb College in the 60s
Images of the var�ety show and student congress can be seen �n the 1961 ed�t�on of “The Cornerstone,” South Macomb 
Commun�ty College’s yearbook. By the m�d-1960s, Macomb County Commun�ty College had nearly 10,000 students and 
was settl�ng �n to the newly bu�lt campus �n Warren wh�le construct�on cont�nued on the campus �n Cl�nton Townsh�p. The 
number of students was �ncreas�ng and so was the�r part�c�pat�on �n clubs such as the Equestr�an Club, Sk� Club and the 
“P�nsetters,” Macomb’s bowl�ng club. A “Queen” and her court were chosen at the Ball, and the campuses hosted dances and 
lecture ser�es. By the late 1960s, the number of students exceeded 15,000 and some were engaged �n soc�al protests, wh�le 
Macomb cheerleaders rooted on the sports teams, and Greek l�fe was act�ve on campus.
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Part ii: siXties faCts & tiMeline
1960
Political & social

• Year of the Kennedy-N�xon Debates — the first telev�sed pres�dent�al debate
• Kennedy announced h�s plan to establ�sh a Peace Corps �n a speech at the Un�vers�ty of M�ch�gan
• S�t-�ns �n Greensboro, North Carol�na, launched a new emphas�s �n c�v�l r�ghts act�v�sm
• The economy was �n a recess�on

science & technology
• Enov�d 10, the first b�rth control p�ll, was prescr�bed
• The photocop�er began to replace the m�meograph
• The first work�ng laser was demonstrated

Popular Culture
• Popular telev�s�on shows �ncluded The Andy Griffith Show and The Flintstones
• “The Tw�st” by Chubby Checker h�t No. 1
• Elv�s Presley returned from the Army
• Bye Bye Birdie was a h�t on Broadway 
• Berry Gordy Jr., founded Motown Records
• 1960 mov�es �ncluded Yul Brynner �n The Magnificent Seven, Alfred H�tchcock’s Psycho, El�zabeth Taylor �n 

Butterfield 8, Spencer Tracy as Clarence Darrow �n Inherit the Wind and K�rk Douglas �n Spartacus

1961
Political & social

• John F. Kennedy became pres�dent
• The “Bay of P�gs” �nvas�on of Cuba occurred
• Adolf E�chmann was found gu�lty for h�s role �n the Holocaust and was later executed by hang�ng �n Israel
• East German Commun�sts bu�lt the Berl�n Wall to d�v�de East and West Berl�n

science & technology
• Yur� Gagar�n, a Sov�et, became the first man �n space
• The Seattle Space Needle opened
• Astronomers d�scovered quasars
• Electr�c toothbrushes h�t the market

Popular Culture
• Telev�s�on shows �ncluded Rob and Laura Petr�e on The Dick Van Dyke Show, and Mister Ed starr�ng a 

talk�ng horse
• The rad�o was full of Patsy Cl�ne, Gary “U.S.” Bonds, Ray Charles, The Temptat�ons, The Beach Boys and Andy 

W�ll�ams s�ng�ng “Moon R�ver”
• Camelot re�gned on Broadway w�th Jul�e Andrews and Robert Goulet
• 1961 mov�es �ncluded West Side Story as the mov�e of the year and Elv�s Presley �n Blue Hawaii; Clark Gable and 

Mar�lyn Monroe gave the�r last performances �n The Misfits, and Paul Newman and Jack�e Gleason starred �n 
The Hustler
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1962
Political & social

• Pres�dent Kennedy and N�k�ta Khrushchev found a way out of the Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s
• The first person was k�lled try�ng to cross the Berl�n Wall

science & technology
• John Glenn went �nto space
• Tab and D�et R�te colas debuted
• L�ght-em�tt�ng d�odes (LEDs) were developed

Popular Culture
• On telev�s�on, Amer�cans watched The Beverly Hillbillies and The Jetsons, Walter Cronk�te brought us the 

CBS Evening News, and Johnny Carson took over The Tonight Show
• The Fly�ng Wallendas’ deadly fall occurred at the State Fa�r Col�seum
• “I Left My Heart �n San Franc�sco” by Tony Bennett topped the charts
• Mar�lyn Monroe k�lled herself, and com�c actor Ern�e Kovacs was k�lled �n a car crash
• 1962 mov�es �ncluded Gregory Peck �n To Kill a Mockingbird, Peter O’Toole �n Lawrence of Arabia and the first 

Bond mov�e, Dr. No; Bette Dav�s and Joan Crawford scared us �n What Ever Happened to Baby Jane?

1963
Political & social

• Pres�dent John F. Kennedy was assass�nated by Lee Harvey Oswald �n Dallas, Texas
• Betty Fr�edan publ�shed The Feminine Mystique
• Led by Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr., 125,000 people marched down Woodward Avenue for rac�al equal�ty
• Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr. del�vered h�s “I Have a Dream” speech
• Governor George Wallace of Alabama tr�ed to block Afr�can Amer�can students from attend�ng the Un�vers�ty of 

Alabama

science & technology
• The touch-tone phone and ZIP codes were �ntroduced

Popular Culture
• 1963 telev�s�on �ncluded The Fugitive, My Favorite Martian, Petticoat Junction and Let’s Make a Deal
• Peter, Paul and Mary were a b�g h�t, and L�ttle Stev�e Wonder emerged from Motown
• Harvey Ball (not Forrest Gump) �nvented the sm�ley face
• 1963 mov�es �ncluded The Great Escape, The Pink Panther and The Birds

1964
Political & social

• Pres�dent Johnson unve�led h�s goals for h�s “Great Soc�ety” �n�t�at�ves �n a speech at the Un�vers�ty of M�ch�gan
• Lyndon Johnson was elected to cont�nue to serve as pres�dent
• The Gulf of Tonk�n �nc�dent �n North V�etnam prompted Congress to pass the Southeast As�a Resolut�on —  

th�s resolut�on served as Johnson’s legal just�ficat�on for escalat�ng Amer�can �nvolvement �n V�etnam
• The C�v�l R�ghts Act was passed
• J.P. McCarthy jo�ned WJR
• Nelson Mandela was sentenced to l�fe �n pr�son �n South Afr�ca
• Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr. won the Nobel Peace Pr�ze
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science & technology
• Stereo e�ght-track players were put �nto cars
• The first bus�ness computer, the IBM System/360, was �ntroduced
• An F4 tornado k�lled 11 people and �njured more than 200 as �t plowed northeast from Mt. Clemens to Algonac

Popular Culture
• The Beatles became popular �n the U.S. and appeared at Olymp�a Stad�um on September 6
• The S&H catalog became the largest s�ngle publ�cat�on �n the U.S.; S&H pr�nted three t�mes as many “Green 

Stamps” as the U.S. Postal Serv�ce pr�nted postage stamps
• Cass�us Clay (a.k.a. Muhammad Al�) became heavywe�ght champ�on of the world
• 1964 telev�s�on �ncluded Gilligan’s Island, The Addams Family, The Munsters and Bewitched; the “t�ck�ng” theme 

song of Jeopardy! was heard for the first t�me
• The rad�o was play�ng “I Want to Hold Your Hand” by The Beatles and h�ts by The Roll�ng Stones, The Dave 

Clark F�ve; Lou�s Armstrong had a h�t w�th “Hello, Dolly!” The Supremes were on top at Motown, and Bob 
Dylan correctly �nformed us that “The T�mes They are A-Chang�ng”

• 1964 mov�es �ncluded Dr. Strangelove, Goldfinger, Jul�e Andrews �n Mary Poppins, Audrey Hepburn and Rex 
Harr�son �n My Fair Lady and Elv�s Presley and Ann-Margret �n Viva Las Vegas

1965
Political & social

• The U.S. began bomb�ng North V�etnam and assumed a ground combat role �n South V�etnam
• The first �n a s�x-year-long ser�es of mass ant�-war demonstrat�ons were held
• Harvey Ovsh�nsky founded the underground newspaper The Fifth Estate �n the basement of h�s Second Avenue 

apartment �n Detro�t
• Pres�dent Johnson s�gned the Med�care b�ll and the Vot�ng R�ghts Act
• Rac�al d�sturbances flared �n Watts, and the first of three c�v�l r�ghts marches from Selma to Montgomery, 

Alabama, became known as “Bloody Sunday”
• Malcolm X was assass�nated

science & technology
• Soft contact lenses were �ntroduced

Popular Culture
• The m�n�sk�rt became a fash�on fad
• 1965 telev�s�on �ncluded I Spy, Get Smart, F Troop, Hogan’s Heroes, Green Acres, I Dream of Jeannie, Lost in Space 

and The Dean Martin Show
• M�ck Jagger and Ke�th R�chards of The Roll�ng Stones looked for “Sat�sfact�on,” Bob Dylan gave us “L�ke a 

Roll�ng Stone” at the Newport Jazz Fest�val, at the F�llmore �n San Franc�sco The Warlocks played and changed 
the�r name to The Grateful Dead, Sonny and Cher came on the scene w�th “I Got You Babe,” “You Lost that 
Lov�n’ Feel�n’” by The R�ghteous Brothers became the most played song on the rad�o of all t�me

• 1965 mov�es �ncluded Jul�e Andrews �n The Sound of Music, Doctor Zhivago and Cat Ballou, and What’s New 
Pussycat? �ntroduced us to Woody Allen
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1966
Political & social

• Robert Cobb �ntroduced Plum Street, an art�sts’ commun�ty near M�ch�gan Avenue between the Lodge and 
F�sher freeways

• Bobby Seale and Huey Newton formed the Black Panther Party
• The Nat�onal Organ�zat�on for Women (NOW) was founded
• We began hear�ng about “baby boomers”

science & technology
• The Astrodome was bu�lt, and �n �t a field of Astroturf

Popular Culture
• We played Tw�ster and Rock ’Em Sock ’Em Robots
• 1966 telev�s�on �ncluded Star Trek, Batman, The Monkees, Mission: Impossible, That Girl and The Newlywed Game 

w�th Bob Eubanks
• The rad�o was play�ng the Beach Boys’ album Pet Sounds and the�r h�t “Good V�brat�ons,” The Beatles gave us 

Revolver and Rubber Soul, The Mamas and the Papas h�t the top of the charts, and Frank S�natra had the song of 
the year w�th “Strangers �n the N�ght”

• 1966 mov�es �ncluded The Good, the Bad and the Ugly starr�ng Cl�nt Eastwood, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
and The Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are Coming

1967
Political & social

• The Pentagon was bes�eged by ant�-war protesters
• The h�pp�e group TransLove Energ�es, led by John S�ncla�r, held a “Love-In on Belle Isle” �n Apr�l
• Detro�t pol�ce ra�ded a bl�nd p�g on 12th Street �n July that resulted �n a week of r�ots — 43 people d�ed
• Senator Eugene McCarthy ran for pres�dent as the “peace cand�date”

science & technology
• Dr. Chr�st�aan Barnard performed the first human-to-human heart transplant
• Three U.S. astronauts were k�lled on the launchpad of Apollo 1
• The first pulsar star and the code to DNA were d�scovered

Popular Culture
• The first Super Bowl was played
• 1967 telev�s�on �ncluded The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour, The Flying Nun w�th Sally F�eld, The Carol Burnett 

Show and The Phil Donahue Show; �t was also the year that the Corporat�on for Publ�c Broadcast�ng went on 
the a�r

• The mus�c scene exploded w�th Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band by The Beatles, John Lennon wrote 
“All You Need �s Love,” we first heard of The Turtles, P�nk Floyd, The Doors, Jethro Tull, Cream, The Jefferson 
A�rplane and Grace Sl�ck; J�m� Hendr�x burned h�s gu�tar to “Purple Haze,” wh�le The Who blew up the stage 
for “My Generat�on”; “Up, Up and Away” by The 5th D�mens�on was the song of the year; Motown gave us 
“Soul Man” w�th Sam and Dave, “Respect” w�th Aretha Frankl�n, and Gladys Kn�ght and The P�ps do�ng “I 
Heard It Through the Grapev�ne,” as Ot�s Redd�ng sang “The Dock of the Bay”

• 1967 mov�es �ncluded The Graduate, Bonnie and Clyde, Cool Hand Luke, Casino Royale and The Dirty Dozen, and 
In the Heat of the Night w�th Rod Ste�ger was the best mov�e of the year

• Ha�r opened on Broadway
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1968
Political & social

• Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr. was assass�nated by James Earl Ray; Robert Kennedy was assass�nated by S�rhan S�rhan
• Focus: HOPE was founded
• Commun�st forces launched the Tet offens�ve �n South V�etnam
• Pres�dent Johnson chose not to seek re-elect�on
• R�ots erupted at the Democrat�c Nat�onal Convent�on �n Ch�cago
• Rebell�ons and upr�s�ngs occurred around the world �n such places as France, Braz�l, Poland, Mex�co and Germany

science & technology
• NASA’s Apollo 8 spacecraft orb�ted the moon
• The Boe�ng 747 was bu�lt
• 911 was d�aled �n an emergency for the first t�me

Popular Culture
• The Detro�t T�gers won the World Ser�es
• Evel Kn�evel crashed jump�ng over the founta�n at Caesars Palace
• 1968 telev�s�on �ncluded Rowan & Martin’s Laugh In, The Mod Squad, Hawaii Five-O, The Galloping Gourmet, 

60 Minutes w�th Harry Reasoner, M�ke Wallace and Morley Safer, and Fred Rogers as M�ster Rogers debuted �n 
Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood

• The rad�o played Jan�s Jopl�n, J�m� Hendr�x, The Beatles’ White Album, Led Zeppel�n, The Steve M�ller Band, 
Jethro Tull and The Roll�ng Stones’ “Jump�n’ Jack Flash,” and Johnny Cash cashed �n on “Folsom Pr�son Blues”

• 1968 mov�es �ncluded 2001: A Space Odyssey, Funny Girl, The Love Bug, Rosemary’s Baby, Planet of the Apes and 
The Valley of the Dolls, and The Beatles all l�ved �n a Yellow Submarine

1969
Political & social

• R�chard N�xon became pres�dent
• Peace talks to end the V�etnam War began �n Par�s
• Charles Manson and h�s “fam�ly” were arrested
• V�etnam Morator�um Day — m�ll�ons worldw�de took part �n the b�ggest peace demonstrat�on of the era

science & technology
• Ne�l Armstrong became the first man to walk on the moon
• ARPANET, the precursor to the Internet, was created
• The first art�fic�al heart was �mplanted
• The Concorde took fl�ght

Popular Culture
• Nearly half a m�ll�on people attended Woodstock
• Ground was broken for Walt D�sney World
• Sesame Street first a�red, along w�th Monty Python’s Flying Circus, Marcus Welby M.D., Room 222, Hee Haw, The 

Courtship of Eddie’s Father and Love American Style; T�ny T�m sang “T�ptoe Through the Tul�ps” and marr�ed 
M�ss V�ck� on The Tonight Show

• Popular mus�c and art�sts �ncluded Led Zeppel�n, Creedence Clearwater Rev�val (CCR) and Arlo Guthr�e; Dav�d 
Crosby, Stephen St�lls, Graham Nash and Ne�l Young began CSN&Y, Tammy Wynette sang “Stand by Your 
Man,” and The 5th D�mens�on sang “Aquar�us” and “Let the Sunsh�ne In”

• 1969 mov�es �ncluded Midnight Cowboy, True Grit, wh�ch won John Wayne an Oscar, Take the Money and Run, 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid and Easy Rider
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Part iii: faMous siXties Quotes
These t�mes they are a-chang�n’

—Bob Dylan

All we are say�ng �s g�ve peace a chance.
—John Lennon

I have a dream that one day th�s nat�on w�ll r�se up and l�ve out the true mean�ng of �ts creed: We hold these truths to be 
self-ev�dent; that all men are created equal.

—Martin Luther King, Jr.

Power to the people!
—Unknown

If you can remember the S�xt�es, you weren’t there.
—Unknown

You can’t separate peace from freedom because no one can be at peace unless he has h�s freedom.
—Malcolm X

Make love, not war.
—Unknown

And so, my fellow Amer�cans: ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.
—John F. Kennedy, Inaugural address, 1961

The Cold War �sn’t thaw�ng; �t �s burn�ng w�th a deadly heat.
—Richard Nixon

A g�rl should not expect spec�al pr�v�leges because of her sex but ne�ther should she adjust to prejud�ce and 
d�scr�m�nat�on.

—Betty Friedan

The greatest leader of our t�me has been struck down by the foulest deed of our t�me…so let us here h�ghly resolve that 
John F�tzgerald Kennedy d�d not l�ve or d�e �n va�n.

—Lyndon Johnson

That’s one small step for a man; one g�ant leap for mank�nd.
—Neil Armstrong

Turn on, tune �n, drop out. 
—Timothy Leary

Freedom’s just another word for noth�ng left to lose.
—From “Me and Bobby McGee”; written by Kris Kristofferson and performed by Janis Joplin

You got to get �t wh�le you can.
—Janis Joplin

Amer�ca:  Love �t or leave �t.
—Unknown

– I’m not go�ng to be the first Amer�can pres�dent to lose a war.
—Richard Nixon, October 1969

We have a long way to go �n the space race. We started late. But th�s �s the new ocean, and I bel�eve the Un�ted States 
must sa�l on �t and be �n a pos�t�on second to none.

—President John F. Kennedy, 1962

Just s�t r�ght back and you’ll hear a tale, 
A tale of a fateful tr�p  
That started from th�s trop�c port  
Aboard th�s t�ny sh�p…

—Gilligan’s Island theme song



11

Part iv: siXties lesson Plans
empathy and the vietnam War

Grade Level: Middle School, high School 
Primary Subject: Social Studies, history 

rock and roll hall of Fame 
http://www.rockhall.com/teacher/sti-lesson-21/

rationale
One of the most �mportant aspects of the war �n V�etnam was the draft. Every male upon reach�ng the age of e�ghteen was 
requ�red to reg�ster w�th the select�ve serv�ce. Men found themselves w�ll�ngly enl�st�ng, try�ng for deferments as full t�me 
students or for other acceptable reasons, or leav�ng the country for Canada. Consc�ent�ous Objectors, �nclud�ng a young boxer 
named Muhammad Al�, became a part of the p�cture of the war. Some men were alleged to get “spec�al treatment” from the�r 
local draft boards. Amer�ca developed a lottery to dec�de who would be called upon first. The purpose of th�s lesson �s to have 
students try to empath�ze w�th the dec�s�ons young men had to make when they reached the age of 18.

objectives
The students w�ll be able to:

1. Define empathy.
2. L�st reasons for var�ous po�nts of v�ew regard�ng serv�ng �n the m�l�tary.

Materials
CD’s, tapes, records of selected popular mus�c; pr�nted �nterv�ews; tag board and markers for name tags
T�me Frame
3-4 class per�ods

audience
Suggested for h�gh school students study�ng Amer�can H�story or l�terature. It could be adapted for a soc�ology, psychology, or 
human relat�ons class.

Michigan social studies Curriculum Content standards
• 8.1.2 FOREIGN POLICY DURING THE COLD WAR: Students w�ll evaluate the or�g�ns, setbacks and 

successes of the Amer�can pol�cy of “conta�n�ng” the Sov�et Un�on.
• 8.2.4 DOMESTIC CONFLICTS AND TENSIONS: Us�ng core democrat�c values, analyze and evaluate the 

compet�ng perspect�ves and controvers�es among Amer�cans generated by U.S. Supreme Court dec�s�ons, the 
V�etnam War, env�ronmental movement, women’s r�ghts movement and the const�tut�onal cr�s�s generated by 
the Watergate scandal.

Procedure
Day 1

1. Ass�gn students to �nterv�ew men who were of draft age dur�ng the war. F�nd out how they dealt w�th the 
d�lemma of the draft. On Day 3 students w�ll be role play�ng a d�scuss�on us�ng the �nformat�on that they have 
learned from the�r �nterv�ews.

2. General class d�scuss�on of the term “empathy” (trad�t�onally descr�bed as walk�ng �n another person’s shoes.)
3. Introduce general �nformat�on about the V�etnam war. G�ve background on the bas�c ph�losoph�es about the 

war. Define consc�ent�ous objector, amnesty, draft dodg�ng, spec�al treatment. Read magaz�ne art�cles from the 
t�me per�od wh�ch talk about the subject. F�nd accounts of Muhammad Al�’s exper�ences w�th the draft.
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4. D�str�bute lyr�cs and l�sten to songs wh�ch dep�ct the var�ous v�ews. Beg�n w�th “Ballad of the Green Berets”. Th�s 
�s a pro fight�ng po�nt of v�ew. Next cons�der “The Great Mandella”. Th�s �s about a consc�ent�ous objector. “The 
Fortunate Son” talks about men rece�v�ng “spec�al” cons�derat�on because of the�r wealth or pol�t�cal connect�ons. 
F�nally, l�sten to “Al�ce’s Restaurant Massacree”. It presents a humorous v�ew of dodg�ng the draft. D�scuss what 
the art�sts are express�ng w�th the�r works. 

Day 2
5. D�v�de students �nto small groups. G�ve each group a record�ng of a song w�th �ts lyr�cs. Have students present 

an analys�s of the�r song to the class. They should play the song, present the lyr�cs, and expla�n the mean�ng of 
the song. 

Day 3
6. Students are go�ng to part�c�pate �n a role-play based upon the people that they �nterv�ewed (see ass�gnment Day 

1). Use markers and tag board to make name tags us�ng fict�t�ous names. Have students color code the name tags 
to represent the characters’ v�ews of the war (draft dodger, consc�ent�ous objector, veteran). D�v�de the students 
�nto small groups. Try to m�x up the groups so that all v�ews are represented. Allow about 15 m�nutes for the 
role-play. At the conclus�on of the exerc�se, hold a class d�scuss�on to evaluate the exerc�se. 

Day 4
7. F�nal wrap up and evaluat�on of the un�t.

evaluation
Students should be evaluated based upon the �nterv�ews, presentat�ons, and role plays. As a culm�nat�ng act�v�ty students 
should wr�te an essay descr�b�ng what they learned about the d�fferent v�ews of the draft. F�nally, they should expla�n what 
they learned about empathy based on th�s un�t. Another approach would be to have the students wr�te a paper support�ng or 
oppos�ng the amnesty wh�ch allowed men who fled to Canada to return to the USA.

selected recordings
“7 O’clock News/S�lent N�ght” Performed by S�mon & Garfunkel Parsley, Sage, Rosemary & Thyme Columb�a CK-9363
“Al�ce’s Restaurant Massacree” Performed by Arlo Guthr�e Best of Arlo Guthrie Warner Bros. 3117
“Ballad of the Green Berets” Performed by SSgt. Barry Sadler Songs of Protest Rh�no R2-70734
“Born In the USA” Performed by Bruce Spr�ngsteen Born In the USA Columb�a CK-38653
“I Feel L�ke I’m F�x�n’ to D�e Rag” Performed by Country Joe and the F�sh Songs of Protest Rh�no R2-70734
“Fortunate Son” Performed by Creedence Clearwater Rev�val Chronicle Fantasy FCD-CCR2-2
“Goodn�ght Sa�gon” Performed by B�lly Joel Nylon Curtain Columb�a CK-38200
“Great Mandella” Performed by Peter, Paul & Mary 1700 Warner Bros. 1700
“J�mmy Newman” Performed by Tom Paxton Best of Tom Paxton Fly�ng F�sh FF-70519
“Peacetra�n” Performed by Cat Stevens Greatest Hits A&M 75021-4519
“Requ�em For the Masses” Performed by The Assoc�at�on Greatest Hits Warner Bros. 1767
“Sky P�lot” Performed by Er�c Burdon and the An�mals Songs of Protest Rh�no R2-70734
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“St�ll In Sa�gon” Performed by the Charl�e Dan�els Band Decade of Hits Ep�c EK-38795
“The Box” Performed by John Denver Poems, Prayers and Promises (RCA 5189)
“The War Is Over”, “Draft Dodger Rag”, “I A�n’t March�ng Anymore” Performed by Ph�l Ochs The War Is Over A&M 75021-5215
“To Susan On the West Coast Wa�t�ng” Performed by Donovan Barabajagal Ep�c EK-26481
“Un�versal Sold�er” Performed by Buffy St. Mar�e Best of Vanguard Record�ng Soc�ety, Inc. 3/4-2
“One T�n Sold�er The Legend of B�lly Jack” Performed by Coven Super Hits of the 70’s Have a Nice Day Vol. 7 Rh�no Records 
R2-70923
“Ocean of War” Performed by the Samples The Samples W.A.R. Records 60003

empathy and the vietnam War assignment 
Empathy �s defined as �dent�ficat�on w�th understand�ng of another’s s�tuat�on, feel�ngs, and mot�ves. A more common 
explanat�on �s that empathy �s walk�ng �n another person’s shoes.
Part I.  Interv�ew three people who were of draft age dur�ng the V�etnam war. Spec�fically, find out about the�r v�ews on the 
war and how they spent the war years. Wr�te one page for each of the �nterv�ews. Introduce us to the person and report the 
quest�ons and the�r answers.
Part II. Today �n class we are go�ng to have an �mag�nary reun�on of our h�gh school’s graduat�ng class of 1969.

1. You are to use the �nformat�on from your �nterv�ews and l�sten�ng exper�ences to create a fict�t�ous member of 
the class.

2. In order to part�c�pate �n th�s role-play you need to have a nametag. Nametags w�ll be color coded to represent 
your v�ew of the war based on those wh�ch we have d�scussed.

3. Throughout the role-play you should stay “�n character”. You may refer to other classmates who are not present 
at the reun�on �f you w�sh to expand your character’s world. Perhaps talk about your character’s fr�ends who are 
no longer al�ve, or have moved away. These are pretty typ�cal top�cs of d�scuss�on at class reun�ons.

4. The class w�ll be d�v�ded �nto small groups so that �t �s eas�er for each person to have t�me to share the�r v�ews. 
Each group should have all of the po�nts of v�ew represented �f poss�ble.

5. Your reun�on w�ll last around fifteen m�nutes. That should g�ve everyone a chance to tell h�s story.
6. Afterwards, we w�ll have a chance to share our exper�ences w�th the class.
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Cuban Missile Crisis: teaching activities
Grade Level: M�ddle School, H�gh School 
Primary Subject: Soc�al Stud�es, H�story 

U.S. Department of State 
http://future.state.gov/educators/lessons/cuba/43441.htm

standards Correlations
This lesson correlates to the national History standards.
era 9—Postwar Un�ted States (1945 to early 1970s)
standard 2a—Demonstrate understand�ng of the �nternat�onal or�g�ns and domest�c consequences of the Cold War. Expla�n 
the or�g�ns of the Cold War and the advent of nuclear pol�t�cs. [Hold �nterpretat�ons of h�story as tentat�ve]

This lesson correlates to the national standards for Civics and Government
standard iii, b. How �s the nat�onal government organ�zed and what does �t do?
standard iv, a. How �s the world organ�zed pol�t�cally?
standard iv, b. How do the domest�c pol�t�cs and const�tut�onal pr�nc�ples of the Un�ted States affect �ts relat�ons w�th the 
world?
standard iv, C. How has the Un�ted States �nfluenced other nat�ons, and how have other nat�ons �nfluenced Amer�can pol�t�cs 
and soc�ety?

Constitutional Connection
Th�s lesson relates to prov�d�ng for the common defense as stated �n the Preamble and to Art�cle II, Sect�on 2, Paragraph 1, of 
the U.S. Const�tut�on, �n wh�ch the pres�dent �s charged to serve as commander �n ch�ef of the nat�on’s armed forces.

Cross-curricular Connections
Share th�s exerc�se w�th your colleagues �n h�story, government, Amer�can l�terature, and language arts.

Michigan social studies Curriculum Content standards
• 4.1.2 FORMATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF U.S. FOREIGN POLICY: Descr�be the process by 

wh�ch U.S. fore�gn pol�cy �s made, �nclud�ng the powers the Const�tut�on g�ves to the pres�dent; Congress and 
the jud�c�ary; and the roles federal agenc�es, domest�c �nterest groups, the publ�c and the med�a play �n fore�gn 
pol�cy.

• 6.1 IDENTIFYING AND ANALYZING ISSUES: Students w�ll state an �ssue clearly as a quest�on of publ�c 
pol�cy, trace the or�g�ns of the �ssue, analyze var�ous perspect�ves people br�ng to the �ssue, and evaluate poss�ble 
ways to resolve the �ssue.

• 8.1.2 FOREIGN POLICY DURING THE COLD WAR: Students w�ll evaluate the or�g�ns, setbacks and 
successes of the Amer�can pol�cy of “conta�n�ng” the Sov�et Un�on.

teaching activities
introductory exercises

1. Ask students to use the�r textbooks and other classroom resources to �dent�fy the �mportant events of John F. 
Kennedy’s pres�dency and when they occurred. Comp�le th�s �nformat�on �nto a t�mel�ne on the board.

2. Ask students to read the �ntroductory essay and to use the l�st of suggested resources, the�r textbooks, or other 
classroom mater�als to construct a t�mel�ne of the major events of the Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s. Comp�le the 
t�mel�ne on the board.

evaluate the Historical record
1. Ask students to wr�te a paper �n wh�ch they assume the �dent�ty of an Execut�ve Comm�ttee member and adv�se 

Pres�dent Kennedy on wh�ch course of act�on to take �n response to the d�scovery of Sov�et nuclear m�ss�les �n 
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Cuba. Th�s “pol�cy paper” should be based upon students’ read�ng of, or l�sten�ng to, the selected transcr�pts of 
ExComm meet�ngs and should take the form of an offic�al memorandum to the pres�dent.

2. Compare the story of the Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s as told by actual h�stor�cal documents w�th the vers�on relayed 
by the Hollywood mov�e “Th�rteen Days.” Ask students to complete a “Mot�on P�cture Analys�s Worksheet” 
from the Nat�onal Arch�ves (ava�lable below), evaluat�ng the film, how �t commun�cates, and �ts major themes. 
What are the mov�e’s major themat�c and econom�c object�ves? Wh�ch �s more rel�able--h�stor�cal documents, 
h�stor�ans’ accounts, or the mov�e--and why? Does the mov�e conta�n any �naccurac�es? How do mov�es and 
wr�tten texts commun�cate and present ev�dence d�fferently? Wh�ch commun�cates more effect�vely and why?

“Mot�on P�cture Analys�s Worksheet” from the Nat�onal Arch�ves and Records Adm�n�strat�on: http://www.arch�ves.gov/
d�g�tal_classroom/lessons/analys�s_worksheets/mov�e.html

reenact the Past
1. D�v�de class �nto small groups--three or four students. Ask each group to take the perspect�ve of a certa�n 

member of the ExComm--Pres�dent Kennedy, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara, Secretary of State Dean Rusk, D�rector of Central Intell�gence John McCone, nat�onal secur�ty 
adv�ser McGeorge Bundy, Under Secretary of State George Ball, etc. Each group should research the b�ography 
of �ts ass�gned h�stor�cal actor and the v�ews expressed by that actor dur�ng the meet�ngs. Ass�gn one student 
from each group to record the group’s find�ngs.

2. Then organ�ze a class debate, �n the format of an ExComm meet�ng, to d�scuss how the Un�ted States should 
respond to the d�scovery of Sov�et nuclear m�ss�les �n Cuba �n October 1962. Ass�gn one student from each 
group to express that group’s find�ngs. What opt�on d�d the ass�gned comm�ttee member favor? What were the 
benefits and drawbacks of that opt�on? What was the comm�ttee member’s role dur�ng the meet�ngs? Wh�ch 
ExComm member was most conv�nc�ng and why?

Document analysis
D�v�de the class �nto small groups--three or four students--and ass�gn each group a document to analyze. Ask each group 
to complete an analys�s worksheet (ava�lable below) appropr�ate to each k�nd of document--photograph, sound record�ng, 
or wr�tten text--�ncluded �n the learn�ng package. D�rect students to pay part�cular attent�on to the follow�ng quest�ons: 
What type of document �s �t? What �s the date of the document, and why �s that �nformat�on �mportant? Who created the 
document, and why �s such �nformat�on �mportant? Do the documents �nd�cate that the h�stor�cal actors behaved rat�onally 
or emot�onally? Wh�ch documents were class�fied and why? What �nformat�on does each document convey? What was �ts 
�ntended aud�ence? Once the groups’ analyses are complete, hold a class d�scuss�on compar�ng the�r find�ngs. Wh�ch document 
�s more rel�able and why? What d�st�ngu�shes photographs, sound record�ngs, and wr�tten texts?

Document analysis worksheets from the national archives and records administration:
http://www.arch�ves.gov/d�g�tal_classroom/lessons/analys�s_worksheets/document.html 
http://www.arch�ves.gov/d�g�tal_classroom/lessons/analys�s_worksheets/photo.html 
http://www.arch�ves.gov/d�g�tal_classroom/lessons/analys�s_worksheets/sound.html

Creative Writing
Ask students to �mag�ne themselves as Amer�cans l�v�ng �n October 1962. Who would they be, and why? G�ven the�r 
knowledge of Amer�can h�story, would they be concerned by the events that took place �n Cuba that month? What would 
those concerns have been? Do the �ssues �nvolved �n the Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s have any bear�ng upon students’ own present-day 
exper�ences?

oral History
Ass�gn students to �nterv�ew fam�ly, staff, or commun�ty members who have memor�es of the Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s. Students 
should compose a l�st of quest�ons and record the �nterv�ewee’s responses: Where d�d they l�ve? What was the�r occupat�on? 
How d�d they react to Pres�dent Kennedy’s speech of October 22, 1962? When the �nterv�ews are complete, d�v�de students 
�nto small groups and ask them to compare the�r find�ngs. Des�gnate one member of each group to share the conclus�ons 
reached by the group. As they do so, make a l�st of key find�ngs on the board, thereby comp�l�ng a popular, bottom-up h�story 
of the cr�s�s.

http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/movie.html
http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/movie.html
http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/document.html
http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/photo.html
http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/analysis_worksheets/sound.html
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Were My Dreams realized?
Grade Level: Elemenatary, M�ddle School 
Primary Subject: Soc�al Stud�es, H�story 

M�ch�gan H�stor�cal Center, Department of H�stor�es, Art & L�brar�es 
http://www.m�ch�gan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17451_18670_18793-53757--,00.html

background notes
Pres�dent John F. Kennedy, the Reverend Dr. Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr. and Malcolm X were among the pol�t�cal leaders of the 
1960s who were assass�nated. These leaders were known for the�r outstand�ng ab�l�t�es to art�culate the�r dreams and bel�efs �n 
the�r speeches. They were also famous for the�r perseverance and comm�tment to the �ssues for wh�ch they fought.
In th�s act�v�ty each student �mag�nes he or she �s one of these former leaders who has come back to v�s�t. Ask students to th�nk 
about what these leaders represented and to wr�te a speech as �f they were one of these leaders who has returned for a v�s�t 
today. Students should talk about what has changed and what has rema�ned the same s�nce the 1960s. Wh�ch of the�r dreams 
were real�zed? Wh�ch were not? How d�d people carry out the�r w�shes?
By learn�ng about the leaders of the 1960s, read�ng and d�scuss�ng the speeches they gave, th�nk�ng and talk�ng about the t�mes 
they l�ved �n, compar�ng the 1960s to the present and prepar�ng a speech from the perspect�ve of one of the leaders, students 
w�ll ga�n �ns�ght �nto the past, th�nk about the�r present l�ves and �ncrease the�r understand�ng of change.

objectives
• Students w�ll be able to descr�be the l�ves and bel�efs of these 1960s nat�onal figures.
• Students w�ll wr�te and del�ver a speech.
• Students w�ll analyze the past and �ts bear�ng on the future.
• Students w�ll th�nk about change over t�me.

Michigan social studies Curriculum Content standards
• 6.1 IDENTIFYING AND ANALYZING ISSUES: Students w�ll state an �ssue clearly as a quest�on of publ�c 

pol�cy, trace the or�g�ns of the �ssue, analyze var�ous perspect�ves people br�ng to the �ssue, and evaluate poss�ble 
ways to resolve the �ssue.

• 6.3 PERSUASIVE WRITING: Students w�ll compose coherent wr�tten essays that express a pos�t�on on a publ�c 
�ssue and just�fy the pos�t�on w�th reasoned arguments.

• 2.2.4 Foundat�onal Values and Const�tut�onal Pr�nc�ples of Amer�can Government: Students w�ll analyze and 
expla�n �deas about fundamental values l�berty, just�ce and equal�ty found �n a range of documents.

Materials needed
Penc�ls, paper, note cards
Text and v�deo of these speeches:

• John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Address  
http://www.amer�canrhetor�c.com/speeches/jfk�naugural.htm

• I Have a Dream, Dr. Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr.  
http://www.amer�canrhetor�c.com/speeches/mlk�haveadream.htm

Directions
Part i: Learn about a leader and analyze a speech

1. Have students find out who Pres�dent John F. Kennedy, Dr. Mart�n Luther K�ng Jr. and Malcolm X were, 
what they stood for, what they bel�eved �n and what happened to them. Sources �nclude the 1960s L�nks and 
References l�sted below.

2. Then, locate these leaders’ speeches e�ther on the Web (see l�st under Materials needed) or check w�th your 
school med�a center for aud�o or v�sual presentat�ons of these speeches.

3. Have students read or l�sten to these speeches.

http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17451_18670_18793-53757--,00.html
http://www.bartleby.com/124/pres56.html
http://www.historychannel.com/speeches/archive/speech_167.html
http://www.michigan.gov/textonly/0,,7-160-17451_18670_18793-53775--,00.html
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4. Help them study and analyze these speeches to determ�ne the ma�n �deas. D�scuss the speeches based on what 
the students have learned from read�ng and study�ng them.

Part ii: Prepare a speech
1. Have each student prepare a 3-5 m�nute speech from the po�nt of v�ew of one leader. (Refer to the V�rtual 

Presentat�on Ass�stant or Toastmasters Internat�onal for gu�del�nes on speech wr�t�ng.)
2. Ask students to cons�der these quest�ons when prepar�ng the�r speeches as �f they were the leaders today:

• What d�d the h�stor�c figure bel�eve �n?
• What were the 1960s l�ke?
• What th�ngs d�d the leader want to change?
• Have these th�ngs changed?
• Are there th�ngs happen�ng now that these leaders would want to change?

3. Talk about how these leaders used words to exc�te people. Look for:
• repeated words
• words that pa�nt p�ctures
• reference to spec�fic people �nstead of general groups
• adject�ves that convey emot�on

4. Let each student del�ver h�s or her speech. The speeches should express and just�fy a pos�t�on, not tell about the 
student’s h�story research.

Questions for Discussion or research
1. What were the most �mportant �ssues �n the 1960s?
2. Are there s�m�lar �ssues today?
3. How have th�ngs changed s�nce the 1960s?
4. What changes would you favor today?

vocabulary
• Civil rights: The r�ghts guaranteed to the �nd�v�dual by the 13th, 14th, 15th and 19th Amendments to the 

Const�tut�on of the Un�ted States and by other acts of Congress; espec�ally, the r�ght to vote, exempt�on from 
�nvoluntary serv�tude, and equal treatment of all people regard�ng enjoyment of l�fe, l�berty and property and to 
the protect�on of law.

• inaugural address: The speech a pres�dent of the Un�ted States g�ves when tak�ng the oath of office �n the year 
after the elect�on at the beg�nn�ng of a new term.

• speech: Commun�cat�ng thoughts and words through spoken words.

references
• Beckner, Chr�sanne. 100 African-Americans Who Shaped American History. San Mateo, Cal�forn�a: Bluewood 

Books, 1995.
• Eyes on the Prize II: America at the Racial Crossroads. The Time Has Come, 1964-1966. V�deocassette, 60 m�n. 

Produced, d�rected, and wr�tten by James A. DeV�nney and Mad�son Dav�s Lacy, Jr. Boston, MA: Blacks�de, 
Inc.; Alexandr�a, VA: PBS V�deo.

• Fr�ese, Ka�. Rosa Parks, The Movement Organizes. Englewood Cl�ffs, NJ: S�lver Burdett Press, 1990.
• K�ng, Mart�n Luther, Jr. I have a Dream: Writings and Speeches that Changed the World. Glenv�ew, Il: Scott 

Foresman, 1992.
• K�ng, Mart�n Luther, Jr. A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings of Martin Luther King, Jr. Ed�ted by James 

M. Wash�ngton. San Franc�sco: Harper & Row, Publ�shers, 1986.
• K�ng, Mart�n Luther, Jr. Why We Can’t Wa�t. NY: Harper & Row. 1964.
• K�ng, Mart�n Luther, Jr. The Wisdom of Martin Luther King, Jr. NY: Mer�d�an, 1993.

http://www.ku.edu/~coms/virtual_assistant/vpa/vpa.htm
http://www.ku.edu/~coms/virtual_assistant/vpa/vpa.htm
http://www.toastmasters.org/
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• Malcolm X Talks to Young People, Speeches in the US, Britain and Africa. Ed�ted by Steve Clark, New York: 
Pathfinder, 1991.

• Rappaport, Doreen. Bryan Coll�er, �llustrator. Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. NY: 
Hyper�on, 2001. (ages 4-8)

• Representative American Speeches (The Reference Shelf Ser�es, var�ous ed�tors). NY: H. W. W�lson Co. (Publ�shed 
annually s�nce 1937, each volume conta�ns texts of selected speeches from the year.)

• Rummel, Jack Malcolm X Militant Black Leader. Los Angeles, CA: Melrose Square Black Amer�can Ser�es, 1988.
• Turner, Glennette T�lley Take a Walk in Their Shoes. Biographies of Fourteen Outstanding African-American With 

Skits About Each to Act Out. New York: Puffin Books, 1992.
• The V�ncent Vo�ce L�brary at M�ch�gan State Un�vers�ty
• Westr�dge Young Wr�ters Workshop. Kids Explore African-American Heritage. Santa Fe, New Mex�co: John Mu�r 

Publ�cat�ons, 1993.
• W�ll�ams, Juan. Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965. NY: V�k�ng, 1987.

http://www.lib.msu.edu/vincent/
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Keep on Pushing: Popular Music and the Civil rights Movement
Grade Level: M�ddle School, H�gh School 
Primary Subject: Soc�al Stud�es, H�story 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
http://www.rockhall.com/teacher/st�-lesson-1/

rationale
V�ewed as an or�g�nal h�stor�cal source, popular mus�c reflects the d�verse att�tudes of the Amer�can publ�c at d�fferent t�mes �n 
h�story. Mus�c presents �ns�ghts and mult�ple po�nts of v�ew as well as an emot�onal �mpact wh�ch other h�stor�cal documents, 
part�cularly wr�tten, often lack. Through mus�c, h�story comes al�ve and students can connect d�rectly w�th people and events 
wh�ch may otherw�se seem remote to them. As such, rock and roll can be a part�cularly powerful tool to �ntroduce recent 
h�stor�cal events and �ssues.
Throughout �ts fifty-year h�story rock art�sts have used the�r mus�c as a forum to address var�ous soc�al and pol�t�cal cond�t�ons 
surround�ng them. Th�s packet focuses part�cularly on “protest” or “message” songs assoc�ated w�th the c�v�l r�ghts movement 
of the 1960s, a cause wh�ch �nsp�red large numbers of Amer�cans--and performers �n part�cular--to c�v�l d�sobed�ence and 
s�gn�ficantly �nfluenced subsequent events and att�tudes �n th�s country.

objectives
Students w�ll be able to:

1. understand the emot�onal �mpact of popular mus�c assoc�ated w�th the c�v�l r�ghts movement;
2. �dent�fy connect�ons between part�cular songs and h�stor�cal events, att�tudes and/or figures;
3. recogn�ze mult�ple po�nts of v�ew toward the �ssue of race relat�ons �n Amer�ca both h�stor�cally and �n 

contemporary soc�ety;
4. evaluate selected songs as effect�ve tools for soc�al protest and as an h�stor�cal documents
5. descr�be the role mus�c played �n the c�v�l r�ghts movement of the 1960s;

Materials
CDs, tapes, records of selected c�v�l r�ghts mus�c; lyr�cs to selected songs; pr�mary source mater�al (�.e. newspaper/magaz�ne 
art�cles, photographs, etc.)

timeframe
7 to 10 class per�ods �ncorporat�ng mater�al �nto ex�st�ng curr�cula. The lesson could be taught as a complete un�t �n 2 to 3 class 
per�ods.

Michigan social studies Curriculum Content standards
Th�s lesson presents an opportun�ty to address, �n part, these MEAP standards:

• 6.1 IDENTIFYING AND ANALYZING ISSUES: Students w�ll state an �ssue clearly as a quest�on of publ�c 
pol�cy, trace the or�g�ns of the �ssue, analyze var�ous perspect�ves people br�ng to the �ssue, and evaluate poss�ble 
ways to resolve the �ssue.

• 8.3.1 CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT: Students w�ll analyze the key events, �deals, documents and organ�zat�ons 
�n the struggle for c�v�l r�ghts by Afr�can Amer�cans.

• ARTS EDUCATION, CONTENT STANDARD 4: All students w�ll understand, analyze and descr�be the arts 
�n the�r h�stor�cal, soc�al and cultural contexts.

Procedures
Actual procedures w�ll vary depend�ng on how mater�al �s �ncorporated �nto ex�st�ng curr�cula and from teacher to teacher.

1. Play Bob Dylan’s “Blow�n’ �n the W�nd” (also recorded by Peter, Paul and Mary and Stev�e Wonder) as an 
�ntroduct�on to the per�od and to the �dea of a “protest” song. Lead class d�scuss�on. What are the ma�n themes 
and att�tudes expressed? Why would th�s song become an anthem of c�v�l r�ghts movement?
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2. Incorporate songs related to d�scuss�on top�cs/mater�al covered �n class and textbook. Some songs should refer to 
spec�fic events, people or per�od �n h�story (e.g. “Abraham, Mart�n and John” wr�tten �n response to assass�nat�on 
of Dr. Mart�n Luther K�ng) wh�le others should express more un�versal �ssues (“If I Had a Hammer”).

3. D�v�de class �nto small groups of 3 to 5 students. Ass�gn one song to each group and d�str�bute the lyr�cs. 
Instruct each group to l�sten carefully to the song and relate �t to mater�al covered �n class, keep�ng �n m�nd the 
follow�ng quest�ons:
• What emot�ons are expressed by the song (lyr�cs and/or mus�c)?
• To whom �s the song addressed?
• What �ssues, problems, or events are presented �n the song? Does the song seem to be wr�tten �n response to a 

spec�fic event?
• What po�nts of v�ew or att�tudes are revealed?
• What were the c�rcumstances at the t�me the song was released?
• Does th�s song suggest any solut�ons to the �ssues/problems addressed?
• How effect�ve �s th�s song as a soc�al protest?
• What, �f any, relevance does th�s song have to Amer�can soc�ety today
• Have groups report back to class on answers to these quest�ons. Have class compare and contrast the mult�ple 

po�nts of v�ew found �n the songs.

evaluation
As a culm�nat�ng act�v�ty, have students wr�te an essay �ntegrat�ng popular mus�c of the per�od w�th other pr�mary source 
mater�al.

for example
Compare and contrast “We Shall Overcome” by Joan Baez w�th “Say It Loud (I’m Black and I’m Proud)” by James Brown, 
reflect�ng on the d�fferences �n tone and att�tude. How do these songs reflect the chang�ng focus of the c�v�l r�ghts movement 
throughout the 1960s as expressed �n the follow�ng quotes:
“I’m not fear�ng any man. M�ne eyes have seen the glory of the com�ng of the Lord.” -Mart�n Luther K�ng, Jr.
“Th�s th�ng w�th me w�ll be resolved by death and v�olence.” -Malcolm X
Use other h�stor�cal documents (teacher prov�ded) as well as your knowledge of the h�story of the 1960s to support your answer.

extensions
Compare att�tudes found �n 1960s protest songs to att�tudes toward race relat�ons as found �n contemporary popular mus�c. 
Ask students to cons�der the last�ng �mpact of the c�v�l r�ghts movement. Suggested songs �nclude: “F�ght the Power” by Publ�c 
Enemy, “Black Is Black” by Jungle Brothers, “Black to the Future” by Def Jef, “Black or Wh�te” by M�chael Jackson and 
“Ebony and Ivory” by Paul McCartney and Stev�e Wonder. Students may also have suggest�ons.
Research rac�al prejud�ce �n the mus�c �ndustry. Students may want to cons�der such aspects as the “race” records �n the early 
part of th�s century, the fact that the “Golden Age of Soul” was dependent on a mus�c �ndustry dom�nated by wh�tes, and the 
r�se of rap on �ndependent labels �n the 1980s and 1990s.
Explore the h�story of Berry Gordy, Jr. and Motown Records. Have students cons�der whether th�s story represents the 
fulfillment of the Amer�can dream for black Amer�cans or the transformat�on of Afr�can-Amer�can culture and mus�c �nto a 
form palatable to wh�te ma�nstream Amer�ca?
In Engl�sh class, explore the use of rhetor�cal dev�ces �n the lyr�cs. For example, compare and contrast the d�ct�on �n “We Shall 
Overcome” and “Say It Loud (I’m Black and I’m Proud).”

ask students to respond to the question
Can a song wr�tten �n response to a spec�fic event transcend t�me and place and have a last�ng appeal? In your op�n�on, wh�ch 
of the songs l�stened to �n class have such an appeal? Is there a contemporary song deal�ng w�th the �ssue of race relat�ons that 
�n your op�n�on w�ll stand the test of t�me? Why?
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background
Of the myr�ad of mus�c styles popular �n the early 1960s, folk mus�c was the first to become soc�ally relevant. The most 
�mportant figure of the 1960s folk boom was Bob Dylan whose deeply resonant top�cal songs (“Masters of War,” “Blow�n’ �n 
the W�nd,” “The T�mes They Are A-Chang�n’”) helped put �n mot�on the trend of performers becom�ng �nt�mately �nvolved 
w�th soc�al causes. Always support�ve of popul�st causes, 1960s folk mus�c first embraced the c�v�l r�ghts movement. Although 
mus�c had not been a d�rect organ�z�ng force �n the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycotts of 1955 and 1956, by the 1960 
lunch-counter s�t-�ns, “freedom songs” had become central to the movement. Northern s�ngers such as Dylan, Ph�l Ochs, Pete 
Seeger, Joan Baez, and Peter, Paul and Mary traveled south to s�ng at rall�es and churches. Baez’s “We Shall Overcome,” based 
on an 18th century hymn, was recorded l�ve at M�les College �n B�rm�ngham, Alabama �n 1963. Supplemented by hundreds 
of amateur s�ngers as well as black and wh�te college students work�ng as c�v�l r�ghts volunteers, these performers helped make 
1964 and 1965 “freedom summers.” Dylan, Baez, Peter, Paul and Mary, Odetta and Harry Belafonte performed dur�ng the 
Reverend Mart�n Luther K�ng, Jr.’s march on Wash�ngton �n 1963 where he gave h�s famous “I have a dream” speech. Also 
�n 1963, Peter, Paul and Mary’s vers�on of Dylan’s “Blow�n’ �n the W�nd” broke onto trad�t�onal southern R&B stat�ons and 
became the unoffic�al anthem of the c�v�l r�ghts movement. Through folk mus�c, performers spoke out aga�nst �njust�ce and 
d�scr�m�nat�on, spread�ng the�r soc�ally-consc�ous stance to a generat�on of young Amer�cans and mus�c�ans who began to 
�ncorporate mean�ngful lyr�cs �nto the�r songs.
Another type of mus�c heav�ly assoc�ated w�th the c�v�l r�ghts movement �s soul, a genre wh�ch comb�nes the pass�on and vocal 
techn�ques of gospel mus�c w�th the secular subject matter and �nstrumentat�on of rhythm & blues. As performed by such 
art�sts as James Brown and Aretha Frankl�n, soul dom�nated both the pop and r&b charts �n the 1960s w�th both blacks and 
wh�tes buy�ng the same records. Th�s soul explos�on co�nc�ded w�th the sp�r�t of �ntegrat�on �n Amer�ca wh�ch �nsp�red the 
struggle for c�v�l r�ghts. By the m�d-1960s such songs as Curt�s Mayfield and the Impress�ons’ “Keep on Push�ng” expressed 
the hopes of Afr�can-Amer�cans for a better l�fe. Unfortunately, although soul mus�c tr�umphed on the pop charts, black art�sts 
and bus�ness leaders (w�th the notable except�on of Berry Gordy, Jr. at Detro�t’s Motown Records) were st�ll largely dependent 
on wh�te mus�c �ndustry profess�onals. In Apr�l 1968 the golden age of soul came to an end w�th the murder of Mart�n Luther 
K�ng, Jr.--an event wh�ch caused unm�stakable host�l�ty �n black ne�ghborhoods all over the Un�ted States.  James Brown’s 
1968 “Say It Loud (I’m Black and I’m Proud)” reflected a new pol�t�cal thrust among the black commun�ty. Instead of focus�ng 
exclus�vely on �ntegrat�on �nto wh�te ma�nstream Amer�ca, the more separat�st �deas of black power and black pr�de were 
beg�nn�ng to take hold w�th a younger generat�on of Afr�can-Amer�cans.
Issues of race cont�nue to be major concerns �n Amer�can soc�ety today and popular mus�c has dealt w�th these �ssues 
throughout the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s. In the 1970s art�sts l�ke Stev�e Wonder (“L�v�ng For the C�ty”) and Marv�n 
Gaye (“Inner C�ty Blues (Make Me Wanna Holler)”) explored �n the�r mus�c the pl�ght of Afr�can-Amer�cans �n urban areas. 
In the 1980s and 1990s songs about relat�ons between black and wh�te Amer�cans cont�nued to h�t the pop charts (Stev�e 
Wonder and Paul McCartney “Ebony and Ivory”; M�chael Jackson “Black or Wh�te”). It �s rap mus�c, however, wh�ch 
confronts the w�den�ng r�ft between black and wh�te Amer�cans most d�rectly. Perhaps the most soc�ally-consc�ous mus�c of the 
1980s and 1990s, rap (a phrase co�ned �n 1976) began �n New York dance clubs w�th DJs �nterspers�ng �nstrumental breaks 
from popular records w�th other songs. Us�ng turntables, sound m�xers and such techn�ques as “scratch�ng” and “sampl�ng,” rap 
developed �nto an �ndependent form of mus�c that reflected the Afr�can-Amer�can exper�ence �n poor, c�ty ne�ghborhoods. One 
of the most �mportant early rap songs �s “The Message” by Grandmaster Flash and the Fur�ous F�ve wh�ch dep�cts the v�c�ous 
cycle of ghetto l�fe. The emergence of rap co�nc�ded w�th the amb�guous soc�al legacy of the 1960s c�v�l r�ghts movement 
and the resurgence of black nat�onal�sm �n Amer�ca. Among the ma�nstream med�a and general publ�c, rap somet�mes has 
the negat�ve reputat�on of v�olent and/or sexually expl�c�tly lyr�cs. Wh�le th�s �s often true, rap’s proponents assert that strong 
language �s necessary to accurately capture a sense of a v�olent, chaot�c soc�ety. Groups l�ke Publ�c Enemy (“F�ght the Power”) 
express the rage and al�enat�on many poor, urban Afr�can-Amer�cans feel. Furthermore, rap’s cr�t�cs also often �gnore rap’s more 
pos�t�ve aspects �nclud�ng �ts encourag�ng renewed black cultural pr�de and �ts outspoken confrontat�on of tough soc�al �ssues. 
Such songs as “Wh�te L�nes (Don’t Do It)” by Grandmaster Flash and Melle Mel and D�g�tal Underground’s “The Danger 
Zone” have expl�c�tly ant�-drug lyr�cs wh�le performers l�ke Salt ‘n Pepa (“A�n’t Noth�ng But a She Th�ng”) and Queen Lat�fah 
(“Lad�es F�rst”) demonstrate a strong female presence �n rap. The d�vers�ty of rap mus�c expresses a range of Afr�can-Amer�can 
exper�ence and cont�nues to grow as a mus�c form �nto the 1990s.
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selected recordings

There are many songs wh�ch could be used �n th�s un�t. 

“Abraham, Mart�n and John” D�on (Laur�e, 1968)  
“If I Had a Hammer (The Hammer Song)” Peter, Paul and Mary (Warner, 1962)  
“The Lonesome Death of Hatt�e Carroll” Bob Dylan (Columb�a, 1964)  
“Keep On Push�ng” Curt�s Mayfield and The Impress�ons (ABC-Paramount, 1964)  
“People Got to Be Free” The Rascals (Atlant�c, 1968)  
“Respect Yourself ” The Staple S�ngers (Stax, 1971)  
“Say It Loud—I’m Black and I’m Proud(Part 1)” James Brown (K�ng, 1968)  
“Stand” Sly and the Fam�ly Stone (Ep�c, 1969)  
“Th�nk” Aretha Frankl�n (Atlant�c, 1968)  
“We Shall Overcome” Joan Baez (Vanguard, 1963)

CD anthologies
Mov�n’ On Up (The R�ght Stuff, a d�v�s�on of Cap�tol Records, Inc., 1994)  
S�ng for Freedom: The Story of the C�v�l R�ghts Movements Through Its Songs (Sm�thson�an/ Folkways Records, d�str�buted 
by Rounder Records, 1990)  
We Shall Overcome: Songs of the Freedom R�ders and the S�t-Ins (Folkways Records, 1961)

further reading
Carawan, Guy. We Shall Overcome: Songs of the Southern Freedom Movement. New York: Oak Publ�cat�ons, 1963.  
Cooper, B. Lee. “Popular Records as Oral Ev�dence: Creat�ng an Aud�o T�me L�ne to Exam�ne Amer�can H�story, 1955–1987,” 
Social Education. January 1989, pp. 34–40.  
Cooper, B. Lee. “Soc�al Concerns, Pol�t�cal Protest, and Popular Mus�c,” The Social Studies. March/Apr�l 1988, pp. 53–60.
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study Michigan’s fair Housing act of 1968
Grade Level: M�ddle School, H�gh School 
Primary Subject: Soc�al Stud�es, H�story 

M�ch�gan H�stor�cal Center, Department of H�stor�es, Art & L�brar�es 
www.m�ch�gan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17451_18670_18793-53806--,00.html

background notes
The Detro�t r�ot of 1967 shocked M�ch�gan. In response, the state leg�slature adopted new c�v�l r�ghts laws wh�ch dealt w�th 
c�v�l l�bert�es, hous�ng and the r�ght to vote. M�ch�gan passed �ts Fa�r Hous�ng Act of 1968 wh�ch made �t �llegal to refuse to 
rent or sell a home to an �nd�v�dual because of that person’s race.
At the nat�onal level, the C�v�l R�ghts B�ll of 1968, �nclud�ng T�tle VIII (Fa�r Hous�ng Act), nond�scr�m�natory hous�ng 
measures, was s�gned �nto law (amended, 1988). To further prevent �nc�dents of redl�n�ng, Congress passed the Federal Home 
Mortgage D�sclosure Act �n 1975.
Somet�mes laws are wr�tten and then repealed to be �ncorporated under larger, more comprehens�ve laws. Such was the case 
w�th M�ch�gan’s Fa�r Hous�ng Act of 1968. It became part of the Ell�ott Larson Law of 1976. The new law dealt not only w�th 
hous�ng, but also w�th vot�ng and c�v�l r�ghts. M�ch�gan followed the lead of the federal government by deal�ng w�th �ssues such 
as “redl�n�ng” (see vocabulary below) and other d�scr�m�natory pract�ces deny�ng people access to hous�ng.
In th�s act�v�ty, students study M�ch�gan’s Fa�r Hous�ng Act of 1968. (Younger students may study a small sect�on of the act.) 
By read�ng, study�ng and d�scuss�ng the law, students w�ll ga�n �ns�ght �nto law and soc�ety.

objectives
• Students w�ll analyze part or all of a M�ch�gan law.
• Students w�ll compare and contrast what purchas�ng a home was l�ke for m�nor�t�es before and after M�ch�gan's 

Fa�r Hous�ng Act was passed.
• Students w�ll expla�n how the law protects �nd�v�dual r�ghts and serves the common good.

Michigan social studies Curriculum Content standards
Th�s lesson presents an opportun�ty to address, �n part, these standards:

• 3.1 PURPOSES OF GOVERNMENT: Students w�ll �dent�fy the purposes of nat�onal, state, and local 
governments �n the Un�ted States, descr�be how c�t�zens organ�ze governments to accompl�sh the�r purposes, and 
assess the�r effect�veness.

• 3.2 IDEALS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY: Students w�ll expla�n the mean�ng and or�g�n of the �deas, 
�nclud�ng core democrat�c values, expressed �n the Declarat�on of Independence, the Const�tut�on, and other 
foundat�onal documents of the Un�ted States.

• 3.3 DEMOCRACY IN ACTION: Students w�ll descr�be the pol�t�cal and legal processes created to make 
dec�s�ons, seek consensus, and resolve confl�cts �n a free soc�ety.

Materials needed
Cop�es of M�ch�gan’s Fa�r Hous�ng Act of 1968 (�ncluded at the end of th�s lesson plan).

Directions
1. W�th older students, study M�ch�gan’s Fa�r Hous�ng Law and the b�ll analys�s. W�th younger students, study a 

small sect�on of the law such as Chapter 2, Unfa�r Hous�ng Pract�ces.
2. D�scuss the Fa�r Hous�ng Act or selected chapter(s) w�th your students. Here are some suggested d�scuss�on 

quest�ons:
	 Chapter 1

1. Why d�d P.A. 122 of 1968 rece�ve the short t�tle, “Fa�r Hous�ng Act of 1968?”
2. Wr�te the terms from Chapter 1 and those g�ven �n the vocabulary l�st on the chalkboard. D�scuss the terms 

and the�r defin�t�ons.

http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17451_18670_18793-53812--,00.html
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3. If one or more parts of th�s law were found �nval�d, how would the find�ng affect the other parts of the law?
	 Chapter 2

1. What may owners and real estate brokers or salespersons not do under th�s law?
2. What may banks, sav�ngs and loans, or mortgage compan�es not do under th�s law?
3. What �s “blockbust�ng?” Why do you th�nk the authors of the law wanted to stop �t?

	 Chapter 3
1. Do you agree w�th the four �nc�dents excluded from th�s law? Why or why not?

	 Chapter 4
1. What �nformat�on must be prov�ded when someone files a compla�nt w�th the C�v�l R�ghts Comm�ss�on 

under th�s law?
2. To wh�ch level of courts d�d the C�v�l R�ghts Comm�ss�on take the compla�nts?
3. Upon whom d�d the burden of proof fall?
4. What was the max�mum amount of damages the compla�nant could rece�ve �f the case was settled �n h�s/her favor?
5. What was the max�mum fine the court could assess the respondent �f the case was dec�ded �n the 

compla�nant’s favor?
6. If the compla�nant lost the case, who pa�d the court costs and respondent’s attorney fees?

	 Chapter 5
1. Real estate brokers must be l�censed �n the state of M�ch�gan. How m�ght be�ng found gu�lty of an unfa�r 

hous�ng pract�ce under th�s law affect a broker’s l�cense?
	 Chapter 6

1. Could a c�ty or v�llage wr�te �ts own laws regard�ng unfa�r hous�ng pract�ces?
2. Could a person file a compla�nt w�th both a local comm�ss�on and w�th the state C�v�l R�ghts Comm�ss�on? 

Under what cond�t�ons?
	 Chapter 7

1. Why m�ght a person file a c�v�l act�on �n the case of an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce rather than go to a local or 
state comm�ss�on?

3. Opt�onal: Ask a speaker from your commun�ty who �s fam�l�ar w�th c�v�l r�ghts �ssues to speak to your students.
4. Opt�onal: Have students �nterv�ew the�r parents or other older people �n the commun�ty who l�ved dur�ng the 

1960s about c�v�l r�ghts.

Questions for Discussion or research
1. What must �t be l�ke not to be able to rent or buy a home because of your race? Why do you th�nk �t was unfa�r?
2. What would you do �f you had to face th�s s�tuat�on?
3. What k�nd of a ne�ghborhood do you l�ve �n? What k�nd of ne�ghborhoods do your fr�ends l�ve �n? Ask your 

parents what k�nd of ne�ghborhoods they grew up �n? How are they s�m�lar or d�fferent from yours?
4. D�d the pract�ce of d�scr�m�nat�on get named “redl�n�ng?”

vocabulary
• act: A dec�s�on of a leg�slature.
• bill: A draft of a law proposed to a lawmak�ng body.
• blockbusting: The pract�ce of �nduc�ng homeowners �n a part�cular ne�ghborhood to sell the�r homes qu�ckly, 

often at a loss, by creat�ng the fear that actual or prospect�ve purchases by members of a m�nor�ty group w�ll 
br�ng a loss of value.

• Civil liberties: L�bert�es guaranteed to all �nd�v�duals by law, custom, jud�c�al �nterpretat�on; r�ghts, as of 
speak�ng or act�ng as one l�kes, w�thout governmental �nterference or restra�nt except as determ�ned necessary for 
the publ�c welfare.
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• Civil vs. CriMinal:
• Civil: Of a citizen or citizens; relating to the private rights of individuals and to legal actions involving 

these: distinguished from criminal.
• Criminal: Hav�ng the nature of a cr�me; deal�ng w�th law cases related to cr�me.

• Civil rights: Those r�ghts guaranteed to the �nd�v�dual by the 13th, 14th, 15th and 19th Amendments to 
the Const�tut�on of the Un�ted States and by other acts of Congress; espec�ally, the r�ght to vote, exempt�on 
from �nvoluntary serv�tude, and equal treatment of all people w�th respect to the enjoyment of l�fe, l�berty and 
property and to the protect�on of law.

• Complainant: A person who files a charge or makes the compla�nt �n court; pla�nt�ff.
• Discrimination: The act of d�scr�m�nat�ng or d�st�ngu�sh�ng d�fferences; a show�ng of part�al�ty or prejud�ce �n 

treatment spec�fically act�on or pol�c�es d�rected aga�nst the welfare of m�nor�ty groups.
• exclusion: an exclud�ng, a refusal to adm�t or �nclude.
• Lis Pendens: A pend�ng su�t; �nvolves the legal doctr�ne that a court acqu�res jur�sd�ct�on over property �nvolved 

�n a su�t.
• redlining: Those lend�ng pract�ces that const�tute arb�trary den�als of financ�ng based upon geograph�c 

locat�on, rac�al or ethn�c cons�derat�ons, or any cons�derat�on wh�ch �s not just�fied on he bas�s of leg�t�mate, 
demonstrable, econom�c cr�ter�a. (M�ch�gan Governor’s Task Force on Redl�n�ng, Dec. 1976) (Some redl�n�ng 
pract�ces �ncluded requ�r�ng h�gher down payments than usual, charg�ng h�gher �nterest rates than on most 
mortgages, and refus�ng to grant a mortgage below certa�n amounts thus mak�ng �t �mposs�ble to borrow to 
purchase a home �n a ne�ghborhood w�th lower pr�ced propert�es.)

• respondent: The party, who responds to a pet�t�on as �n equ�ty or appellate proceed�ngs; the defendant �n such 
proceed�ngs.

references
• Fa�r Hous�ng Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C.)
• How a B�ll Becomes a Law �n M�ch�gan and other publ�cat�ons (M�ch�gan Leg�slature)
• How Our Laws are Made (THOMAS Leg�slat�ve Informat�on, L�brary of Congress)
• I'm Just a B�ll (from Schoolhouse Rock)

fair HousinG aCt of 1968

Public Act No. 112. From the Public and Local Acts of the Legislature of the 
State of Michigan passed at the regular session of 1968.

AN ACT to prevent d�scr�m�nat�on �n real property transact�ons on the bas�s of race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n; 
to prescr�be the funct�ons of the c�v�l r�ghts comm�ss�on; to author�ze the creat�on and prescr�be the funct�ons of local 
comm�ss�ons; and to prov�de remed�es for v�olat�ons of the act.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

CHaPter 1. General Provisions
564.101 fair housing; short title. [M.s.a. 26.1300(101)]
Sec.101. Th�s act shall be known and may be c�ted as the “fa�r hous�ng act of 1968”.

564.102 Definitions. [M.s.a. 26.1300(102)]
Sec. 102. As used �n th�s act:
(a) “Comm�ss�on” means the c�v�l r�ghts comm�ss�on establ�shed by the const�tut�on of 1963.
(b) “Comm�ss�oner” means a member of the comm�ss�on.
(c) “Compla�nt” means a wr�tten statement, g�ven under oath, alleg�ng an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce.

http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/3601.html
http://www.michiganlegislature.org/mileg.asp?page=publications
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.toc.html
http://www.school-house-rock.com/Bill.html
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(d) “Hous�ng accommodat�on” �ncludes any �mproved or un�mproved real property, or part thereof, wh�ch �s used or occup�ed, 
or �s �ntended, arranged or des�gned to be used or occup�ed, as the home or res�dence of 1 or more �nd�v�duals.
(e) “Local comm�ss�on” means a comm�ss�on on human relat�ons created by 1 or more pol�t�cal subd�v�s�ons.
(f ) “Nat�onal or�g�n” �ncludes the nat�onal or�g�n of an ancestor.
(g) “Person” �ncludes an �nd�v�dual, assoc�at�on, corporat�on, jo�nt apprent�cesh�p comm�ttee, jo�nt stock company, labor 
un�on, legal representat�ve, mutual company, partnersh�p, rece�ver, trust, trustee, trustee �n bankruptcy, un�ncorporated 
organ�zat�on; any other legal or commerc�al ent�ty, the state or any governmental ent�ty or agency.
(h) “Pol�t�cal subd�v�s�on” means a county, c�ty, v�llage or townsh�p.
(�) “Publ�cly advert�sed” means a commun�cat�on by the owner or lessor or a person at h�s request relat�ve to an offer of sale, 
rental or lease of a hous�ng accommodat�on wh�ch may be d�rectly rece�ved by the publ�c at large or wh�ch �s �nd�scr�m�nate as 
to the rec�p�ent of the commun�cat�on, whether or not the commun�cat�on �s actually d�rected to the publ�c at large.
(j) “Real estate broker or salesman” means a person, whether l�censed or not, who for or w�th the expectat�on of rece�v�ng a 
cons�derat�on, l�sts, sells, purchases, exchanges, rents or leases real property, or who negot�ates or attempts to negot�ate any 
of these act�v�t�es, or who holds h�mself out as engaged �n these act�v�t�es, or who negot�ates or attempts to negot�ate a loan 
secured or to be secured by mortgage or other encumbrance upon real property, or who �s engaged �n the bus�ness of l�st�ng real 
property �n a publ�cat�on, or a person employed by or act�ng on behalf of any of these.
(k) “Real estate transact�on” �ncludes the sale, exchange, rental or lease of real property.
(1) “Real property” �ncludes bu�ld�ngs, structures, real estate, lands, tenements, leaseholds, �nterests �n real estate cooperat�ves, 
condom�n�ums and hered�taments, corporeal and �ncorporeal, or any �nterest there�n.
(m) “Unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce” means a pract�ce descr�bed �n chapter 2. 

564.103 other civil rights not affected. [M.s.a. 26.1300(103)]
Sec. 103. Noth�ng conta�ned �n th�s act shall be construed as prevent�ng the comm�ss�on from secur�ng other c�v�l r�ghts 
guaranteed by law or by the M�ch�gan const�tut�on.

564.104 unencumbered transfers not prohibited. [M.s.a. 26.1300(104)]
Sec. 104. Noth�ng �n th�s act shall prevent the unencumbered transfer of property by sale or rental pr�or to a compla�nt be�ng 
filed w�th the state comm�ss�on, local comm�ss�on or c�rcu�t court. The state comm�ss�on, local comm�ss�on and the c�rcu�t 
courts shall not seek or �ssue �njunct�ve rel�ef, pr�or to a compla�nt be�ng filed, to prevent the unencumbered transfer of 
propert�es by sale or rental.

564.105 severability. [M.s.a. 26.1300(105)]
Sec. 105. If any port�on of th�s act or the appl�cat�on thereof to any person or c�rcumstances shall be found to be �nval�d by a 
court, such �nval�d�ty shall not affect the rema�n�ng port�ons or appl�cat�on of th�s act wh�ch can be g�ven effect w�thout the 
�nval�d port�on or appl�cat�on unless such rema�n�ng port�ons are determ�ned by the court to be �noperable.

CHaPter 2. unfair HousinG PraCtiCes
564.201 unfair housing practices. [M.s.a. 26.1300(201)]
Sec. 201. It �s an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce for an owner, a real estate broker or real estate salesman, or any other person as 
defined �n th�s act:
(a) To refuse to negot�ate for a real estate transact�on w�th a person because of race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n.
(b) To refuse to engage �n a real estate transact�on w�th a person because of race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n.
(c) To d�scr�m�nate aga�nst a person �n the terms, cond�t�ons or pr�v�leges of a real estate transact�on or �n the furn�sh�ng of 
fac�l�t�es or serv�ces �n connect�on therew�th because of race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n.
(d) To refuse to, rece�ve from, or to fa�l to transm�t to, a person, a bonafide offer to engage �n a real estate transact�on because of 
race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n.



27

(e) To represent to a person that real property �s not ava�lable for �nspect�on, sale, rental or lease when �n fact �t �s so ava�lable, 
or to fa�l to br�ng a property l�st�ng to h�s attent�on, or to refuse to perm�t h�m to �nspect real property, under reasonable 
cond�t�ons, because of race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n.
(f ) To publ�sh or advert�se, d�rectly or �nd�rectly, an �ntent to make a l�m�tat�on, spec�ficat�on or d�scr�m�nat�on based on race, 
color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n.
(g) To use a form of appl�cat�on for a real estate transact�on for the purpose of mak�ng a l�m�tat�on, spec�ficat�on or 
d�scr�m�nat�on based on race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n.
(h) To make a record or �nqu�ry �n connect�on w�th a prospect�ve real estate transact�on wh�ch �nd�cates the race, color, rel�g�on 
or nat�onal or�g�n of a person.
(�) To offer, sol�c�t, accept, use or reta�n a l�st�ng of real property w�th the understand�ng that a person may be d�scr�m�nated 
aga�nst �n a real estate transact�on or �n the furn�sh�ng of fac�l�t�es or serv�ces �n connect�on therew�th w�th respect to race, 
color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n.

564.202 unfair housing practices by financial institutions. [M.s.a. 26.1300 (202)]
Sec. 202. It �s an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce for a person to whom appl�cat�on �s made for financ�al ass�stance �n connect�on w�th 
a real estate transact�on or for the construct�on, rehab�l�tat�on, repa�r, ma�ntenance or �mprovement of real property, or a 
representat�ve of such a person:
(a) To d�scr�m�nate aga�nst the appl�cant because of race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n.
(b) To use a form of appl�cat�on for financ�al ass�stance or to make or keep a record or �nqu�ry �n connect�on w�th appl�cat�ons 
for financ�al ass�stance wh�ch �nd�cates d�rectly or �nd�rectly, the race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n of the appl�cant.

564.203 blockbusting prohibited; persistent solicitation. [M.s.a.26.1300 (203)]
Sec. 203. It �s an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce for a person, for the purpose of �nduc�ng a real estate transact�on from wh�ch he may 
benefit financ�ally:
(a) To �n�t�ate, �nst�gate or part�c�pate �n a ser�es of representat�ons, advert�sements or contacts w�th�n a block, ne�ghborhood 
or area des�gned to promote real estate transact�ons �n the block, ne�ghborhood or area based on the �mpl�cat�on, d�rectly or 
�nd�rectly, that changes have occurred or w�ll or may occur �n the compos�t�on w�th respect to race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal 
or�g�n of the owners or occupants �n the block, ne�ghborhood or area �n wh�ch the real property �s located, or that the changes 
w�ll or may result �n the lower�ng of property values, or an �ncrease �n cr�m�nal or ant�soc�al behav�or or a decl�ne �n the qual�ty 
of the schools �n the block, ne�ghborhood or area �n wh�ch the real property �s located.
(b) To sol�c�t the sale or l�st�ng for sale of real property, by telephone, ma�l or personally, after the property owner has expressly 
requested the sol�c�tor or the company he represents to cease such sol�c�tat�on.

564.204 retaliation, coercion, interference or obstruction prohibited. [M.s.a. 26.1300 (204)]
Sec. 204. It �s an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce:
(a) To retal�ate or d�scr�m�nate aga�nst a person because he has opposed an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce, or because he has made a 
charge, filed a compla�nt, test�fied, ass�sted or part�c�pated �n an �nvest�gat�on, proceed�ng or hear�ng under th�s act.
(b) To coerce a person to engage �n an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce.
(c) To �nterfere w�lfully w�th the performance of a duty or the exerc�se of a power by the comm�ss�on or one of �ts members or 
representat�ves under th�s act.
(d) To obstruct or prevent w�lfully a person from comply�ng w�th the prov�s�ons of th�s act or an order �ssued thereunder.

564.205 information permitted. [M.s.a. 26.1300(205)]
Sec. 205. Noth�ng �n th�s chapter shall be deemed to proh�b�t an owner, lender or h�s agent from requ�r�ng that any person 
who seeks to buy, rent, lease or obta�n financ�al ass�stance for hous�ng accommodat�ons supply �nformat�on concern�ng h�s 
personal, fam�ly, mar�tal, financ�al and bus�ness status, but not concern�ng race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n.
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CHaPter 3. eXClusions
564.301 exclusions. [M.s.a. 26.1300(301)]
Sec. 301. Sect�on 201 does not apply:
(a) To the rental of a hous�ng accommodat�on �n a bu�ld�ng wh�ch conta�ns hous�ng accommodat�ons for not more than 
2 fam�l�es l�v�ng �ndependently of each other, �f the owner or lessor or a member of h�s fam�ly res�des �n 1 of the hous�ng 
accommodat�ons.
(b) To the rental of a room or rooms �n a s�ngle fam�ly dwell�ng by the owner or lessor �f he or a member of h�s fam�ly res�des 
there�n.
(c) To the sale or rental by the owner or lessor of a hous�ng accommodat�on �n a bu�ld�ng wh�ch conta�ns hous�ng 
accommodat�ons for not more than 2 fam�l�es l�v�ng �ndependently of each other wh�ch was not �n any manner l�sted or 
publ�cly advert�sed for sale or rental.
(d) To the rental of a hous�ng accommodat�on for not to exceed 12 months by the owner or lessor where �t was occup�ed by 
h�m and ma�nta�ned as h�s home for at least 3 months �mmed�ately preced�ng occupancy by the tenant and �s temporar�ly 
vacated wh�le ma�nta�n�ng legal res�dence.

CHaPter 4. enforCeMent by Civil riGHts CoMMission
564.401 Complaints, contents; filing; time for filing; copy to respondent. [M.s.a. 26.1300(401)]
Sec. 401. A person cla�m�ng to be aggr�eved by an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce may file w�th the comm�ss�on a wr�tten compla�nt, 
under oath, stat�ng that an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce has been comm�tted, sett�ng forth the facts upon wh�ch the compla�nt 
�s based, and sett�ng forth facts suffic�ent for the comm�ss�on to �dent�fy the person charged, here�nafter referred to as the 
respondent. The compla�nt shall further state that the act�ons of the compla�nant were to accompl�sh or to endeavor to 
accompl�sh the real estate transact�on c�ted there�n and that the compla�nt �s made �n good fa�th and not for the purpose 
of harassment or entrapment of the respondent. The comm�ss�on shall determ�ne �f the compla�nt �s made �n good fa�th. 
The attorney general or the comm�ss�on on �ts own �n�t�at�ve may file w�th the comm�ss�on a wr�tten compla�nt based upon 
�nformat�on and bel�ef alleg�ng that an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce has been comm�tted, sett�ng forth the facts upon wh�ch the 
compla�nt �s based and sett�ng forth facts suffic�ent for the comm�ss�on to �dent�fy the person charged. The compla�nt shall 
further state that the compla�nt �s made �n good fa�th and not for the purpose of harassment. In all act�ons where the attorney 
general or the comm�ss�on files a compla�nt �n the c�rcu�t court �n the county �n wh�ch the unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce allegedly 
occurred, or �n wh�ch the respondent res�des or transacts bus�ness the court shall first determ�ne �f the compla�nt �s made �n 
good fa�th. The compla�nt shall be filed w�th the comm�ss�on w�th�n 90 days after the alleged unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce occurred. 
Amendments as to part�es respondent may be made w�th�n 180 days after fil�ng the compla�nt. The comm�ss�on shall furn�sh 
all respondents w�th a complete copy of the compla�nt and then shall �nvest�gate the allegat�ons of any unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce 
�n the compla�nt w�thout delay.

564.401a removal to circuit court, time, fee, order; costs. [M.s.a. 26.1300(401a)]
Sec. 401a. W�th�n 15 days of rece�v�ng the not�ce of hear�ng as prov�ded �n sect�on 406, the respondent may file w�th the 
c�rcu�t court for the county �n wh�ch the compla�nt �s alleged to have taken place a pet�t�on for the removal of the proceed�ngs 
to the c�rcu�t court. Upon payment of the requ�red fil�ng fee, the court shall �mmed�ately �ssue an order remov�ng the 
compla�nt from the jur�sd�ct�on of the c�v�l r�ghts comm�ss�on. The court shall assume jur�sd�ct�on of the proceed�ngs and 
the c�v�l r�ghts comm�ss�on shall take no further act�on �n regard to the compla�nt upon rece�v�ng a copy of the court order. 
The c�rcu�t court shall have all the powers and dut�es �n regard to the compla�nt as are prov�ded �n th�s act to the c�v�l r�ghts 
comm�ss�on. The c�v�l r�ghts comm�ss�on may represent the compla�nant �n the proceed�ngs before the c�rcu�t court. Upon a 
determ�nat�on by the c�rcu�t court that the respondent has not been gu�lty of an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce, the court may order 
all costs of the proceed�ng �ncurred by the respondent to be pa�d by the compla�nant.

564.402 Court order to produce books and records. [M.s.a. 26.1300(402)]
Sec. 402. In connect�on w�th an �nvest�gat�on of a compla�nt filed w�th the comm�ss�on, the comm�ss�on may apply to the 
c�rcu�t court for the county �n wh�ch the unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce allegedly occurred, or �n wh�ch the respondent res�des or 
transacts bus�ness for an order requ�r�ng the respondent to produce books, papers, records, correspondence or other documents 
relevant to the compla�nt.
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564.403 Dismissal orders, copies; reconsideration. [M.s.a. 26.1300(403)]
Sec. 403. (1) If the comm�ss�on determ�nes that there are �nsuffic�ent grounds to bel�eve that the respondent has comm�tted 
an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce, the comm�ss�on shall �ssue an order d�sm�ss�ng the compla�nt and furn�sh cop�es of the order to the 
compla�nant, the respondent, the attorney general, and such other publ�c officers and persons as the comm�ss�on deems proper.
(2) The compla�nant, w�th�n 30 days after rece�v�ng a copy of an order d�sm�ss�ng the compla�nt, may file w�th the comm�ss�on 
an appl�cat�on for recons�derat�on of the order. Upon such appl�cat�on the comm�ss�on may e�ther reaffirm �ts d�sm�ssal of the 
compla�nt or may conduct a hear�ng to determ�ne �f there are suffic�ent grounds to bel�eve the respondent has comm�tted an 
unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce. If the comm�ss�on determ�nes that there are �nsuffic�ent grounds to bel�eve that the respondent has 
comm�tted an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce, the comm�ss�on shall �ssue an order d�sm�ss�ng the compla�nt and furn�sh cop�es of the 
order to the compla�nant, the respondent, the attorney general, and such other publ�c officers and persons as the comm�ss�on 
deems proper.

564.404 Conciliation; procedure; orders, content; confidentiality. [M.s.a. 26.1300 (404)]
Sec. 404. Unless the comm�ss�on has �ssued an order d�sm�ss�ng the compla�nt pursuant to sect�on 403, the comm�ss�on 
or �ts staff may endeavor to el�m�nate the alleged unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce by conference, conc�l�at�on and persuas�on. If a 
conc�l�at�on agreement �s entered �nto, the comm�ss�on shall �ssue an order stat�ng �ts terms and furn�sh a copy of the order 
to the compla�nant, the respondent and the attorney general. Except for the terms of the conc�l�at�on agreement, ne�ther 
the comm�ss�on nor any officer or employee thereof shall make publ�c, w�thout the wr�tten consent of the compla�nant and 
the respondent, �nformat�on concern�ng efforts �n a part�cular case to el�m�nate an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce by conference, 
conc�l�at�on or persuas�on. No conc�l�at�on agreement shall conta�n any declarat�on or find�ng that an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce 
has been comm�tted by the respondent.

564.405 temporary relief; duration; immediate disposition; lis pendens. [M.s.a. 26.1300(405)]
Sec. 405. At any t�me after a compla�nt �s filed, the comm�ss�on may file a pet�t�on �n the c�rcu�t court �n a county �n wh�ch 
the unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce allegedly occurred, or �n a county �n wh�ch a respondent res�des or transacts bus�ness, seek�ng 
appropr�ate temporary rel�ef for a per�od of t�me not to exceed 30 days aga�nst the respondent pend�ng final determ�nat�on of 
proceed�ngs under th�s chapter, �nclud�ng an order or judgment restra�n�ng h�m from do�ng or procur�ng any act tend�ng to 
render �neffectual any order the comm�ss�on may enter w�th respect to the compla�nt. The court may grant such temporary 
rel�ef or restra�n�ng order as �t deems just and proper. On mot�on of the respondent, the compla�nant or on �ts own mot�on 
the court may hear the case on �ts mer�ts for �mmed�ate d�spos�t�on. Upon fil�ng the pet�t�on the comm�ss�on shall forthw�th 
file for record a not�ce of pendency of the act�on seek�ng temporary rel�ef. The not�ce shall be filed w�th the reg�ster of deeds �n 
the manner defined �n sect�on 2701 of Act No. 236 of the Publ�c Acts of 1961, be�ng sect�on 600.2701 of the Comp�led Laws 
of 1948.

564.406 formal charge and notice of hearing, service; answer, copies; amendments. [M.s.a. 26.1300(406)]
Sec. 406. (1) Unless the comm�ss�on has �ssued an order d�sm�ss�ng the compla�nt or stat�ng the terms of a conc�l�at�on 
agreement �t shall serve on the respondent by reg�stered or cert�fied ma�l a formal charge, and not�ce of a hear�ng before 1 or 
more comm�ss�oners or a hear�ng exam�ner at a t�me and place spec�fied �n the not�ce. A copy of the not�ce shall be furn�shed 
to the compla�nant, attorney general and any other party to the proceed�ng. The not�ce and hear�ng shall comply w�th Act 
No. 197 of the Publ�c Acts of 1952, as amended, be�ng sect�ons 24.101 to 24.110 of the Comp�led Laws of 1948, and 
comm�ss�on rules.
(2) The respondent may file an answer wh�ch need not be under oath w�th the comm�ss�on �n person or by reg�stered or 
cert�fied ma�l �n accordance w�th comm�ss�on rules. The comm�ss�on shall furn�sh a copy of the answer to the compla�nant 
and any other party to the proceed�ng. The comm�ss�on or the compla�nant may amend a compla�nt and the respondent may 
amend an answer at any time prior to the issuance of an order based on the charge, but no order shall be �ssued 
unless the respondent has had the opportun�ty of a hear�ng on the charge or amendment on wh�ch the order �s based.
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564.407 Hearings, disqualified persons; attorney general; conciliation evidence; parties rights; interveners.  
[M.s.a. 26.1300(407)]
Sec. 407. (1) A comm�ss�oner or staff member who filed or �nvest�gated the compla�nt or endeavored to el�m�nate the 
alleged unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce by conference, conc�l�at�on or persuas�on, shall not pres�de at the hear�ng or part�c�pate �n the 
subsequent del�berat�ons of the comm�ss�on, but may appear as a w�tness at the hear�ng.
(2) The case �n support of the compla�nt shall be presented at the hear�ng by the attorney general’s office. Efforts �n a part�cular 
case to el�m�nate an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce by conference, conc�l�at�on and persuas�on shall not be rece�ved �n ev�dence.
(3) A respondent shall have the r�ght to appear at the hear�ng w�th or w�thout representat�on, may exam�ne and cross-exam�ne 
w�tnesses and the compla�nant, and may offer ev�dence. The compla�nant may �ntervene, exam�ne and cross-exam�ne w�tnesses 
and present ev�dence. In the d�scret�on of the comm�ss�on, or �f the hear�ng has begun �n the d�scret�on of the hear�ng 
exam�ner, hear�ng comm�ss�oner or comm�ss�oners, any party �n �nterest may �ntervene, exam�ne and cross-exam�ne w�tnesses 
and present ev�dence.

564.408 subpoenas, application, contents, vacation or modification; witness fees; refusal to appear.  
[M.s.a. 26.1300(408)]
Sec. 408. (1) Upon appl�cat�on to the comm�ss�on a party to a proceed�ng may have subpoenas �ssued for a depos�t�on or a 
hear�ng, �n the name of the comm�ss�on, by an �nd�v�dual des�gnated pursuant to �ts rules, requ�r�ng attendance and the g�v�ng 
of test�mony by w�tnesses and the product�on of documents. A subpoena so �ssued shall show on �ts face the name and address 
of the party at whose request the subpoena was �ssued. On pet�t�on of the �nd�v�dual to whom the subpoena �s d�rected and 
not�ce to the request�ng party, the comm�ss�on or an �nd�v�dual des�gnated pursuant to �ts rules may vacate or mod�fy the 
subpoena. 
(2) A w�tness whose depos�t�on �s taken or who �s summoned before the comm�ss�on or �ts agents �s ent�tled to the same 
w�tness and m�leage fees pa�d to a w�tness subpoenaed �n the c�rcu�t court.
(3) If a person fa�ls to comply w�th a subpoena �ssued by the comm�ss�on, the c�rcu�t court for the county �n wh�ch the 
unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce allegedly occurred, or �n wh�ch the respondent res�des or transacts bus�ness, upon appl�cat�on of the 
comm�ss�on or the party request�ng the subpoena, may �ssue an order requ�r�ng compl�ance. In any proceed�ng brought under 
th�s chapter, the court may mod�fy or set as�de the subpoena.

564.409 burden of proof, measure; testimony, oath, transcription; further hearing. [M.s.a. 26.1300(409)]
Sec. 409. (1) In a proceed�ng under th�s chapter �t shall be the burden of the comm�ss�on staff, or the compla�nant, to prove by 
the preponderance of the ev�dence that an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce was comm�tted by the respondent.
(2) Test�mony taken at the hear�ng shall be under oath and transcr�bed. If the test�mony �s not taken before the comm�ss�on, 
the record shall be transm�tted to the comm�ss�on w�th recommendat�ons of the hear�ng exam�ner or hear�ng comm�ss�oner or 
comm�ss�oners. After the hear�ng the comm�ss�on, upon not�ce to all part�es w�th an opportun�ty to be heard, may take further 
ev�dence or hear argument.

564.410 Decision of commission; findings of fact; orders. [M.s.a. 26.1300(410)]
Sec. 410. (1) If the comm�ss�on determ�nes that the respondent has not comm�tted an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce, the comm�ss�on 
shall state �ts find�ngs of fact and �ssue an order d�sm�ss�ng the charge and compla�nt. The comm�ss�on shall furn�sh a copy of 
the order to the compla�nant, the respondent and the attorney general. (2) If the comm�ss�on determ�nes that the respondent 
has comm�tted an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce, the comm�ss�on shall state �ts find�ngs of fact and conclus�ons of law and �ssue an 
order requ�r�ng the respondent to cease and des�st from the unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce and �ssue such appropr�ate orders as �n the 
judgment of the comm�ss�on w�ll carry out the purposes of th�s act.

564.411 order to remedy unfair housing practice; contents; civil damages. [M.s.a. 26.1300(411)]
Sec. 411. Appropr�ate orders under sect�on 410 to remedy an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce of a respondent may �nclude and shall 
be l�m�ted to: (a) Pet�t�on�ng the c�rcu�t court �n the county where the unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce was comm�tted for an order 
prov�d�ng for the sale, exchange, lease, rental, ass�gnment or sublease of real property to an �nd�v�dual.
(b) Report�ng as to the manner of compl�ance.
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(c) Mak�ng, keep�ng, produc�ng and report�ng upon reasonable comm�ss�on demand for a max�mum per�od of 1 year such 
reasonable records as are relevant to ass�st the comm�ss�on �n determ�n�ng whether the respondent �s comply�ng w�th the order 
�ssued under sect�on 410.
(d) Pet�t�on�ng the c�rcu�t court �n the county where the unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce was comm�tted for an order award�ng the 
payment of econom�c damages not exceed�ng $500.00 to the compla�nant for an �njury caused by the unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce 
as shall be determ�ned by the court.

564.412 unfair housing practices in course of business; petition to court, for civil fine; multiple acts of discrimination. 
[M.s.a. 26.1300(412)]
Sec. 412. (1) If the comm�ss�on finds that an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce was comm�tted �n the course of respondent’s bus�ness 
of furn�sh�ng hous�ng accommodat�ons, real estate brokerage serv�ces, or financ�al ass�stance �n connect�on w�th a real estate 
transact�on, the comm�ss�on may pet�t�on the c�rcu�t court �n the county where the unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce was comm�tted 
or where an appeal �s taken by a respondent pursuant to sect�on 415 for an order d�rect�ng the respondent to pay a fine to the 
state to be depos�ted �n the general fund. After not�ce and hear�ng the court may order the respondent to pay a fine �n the sum 
of not more than $1,000.00 per unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce, and �f the court finds the pract�ce was a v�olat�on of a prev�ous order 
of the comm�ss�on, the court may order a fine not to exceed the sum of $2,000.00 per unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce.
(2) Such fines are c�v�l and not cr�m�nal. Mult�ple acts of d�scr�m�nat�on aga�nst the same compla�nant by the same respondent 
concern�ng the same property shall const�tute a s�ngle unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce. D�scr�m�nat�on aga�nst an appl�cant relat�ve 
to more than 1 property, wh�ch occurs as part of a un�fied course of deal�ng w�th the respondent const�tutes a s�ngle unfa�r 
hous�ng pract�ce. A respondent’s d�scr�m�nat�on aga�nst mult�ple compla�nants, all of whom �ntend to res�de together as a s�ngle 
fam�ly un�t const�tutes a s�ngle unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce.

564.413 Motion for reconsideration by commission; time. [M.s.a. 26.1300 (413)]
Sec. 413. W�th�n 15 days after rece�pt of a final order of the comm�ss�on, follow�ng a hear�ng held pursuant to sect�on 406, a 
party aggr�eved by the order may file a wr�tten mot�on for recons�derat�on by the comm�ss�on.

564.414 real estate dealer or builder; notice to licensing agency; commission finding not reversible; exception.  
[M.s.a. 26.1300(414)]
Sec. 414. In case of a real estate broker, real estate salesman or bu�lder operat�ng under a l�cense �ssued by the state or a pol�t�cal 
subd�v�s�on or agency thereof, �f the comm�ss�on, upon not�ce to the respondent w�th an opportun�ty to be heard, determ�nes 
that the respondent has engaged �n an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce author�zed, requested, commanded, performed or know�ngly 
or recklessly perm�tted by the �nd�v�dual or the board of d�rectors of the respondent or by an officer or execut�ve agent act�ng 
w�th�n the scope of h�s employment, the comm�ss�on shall so cert�fy to the l�cens�ng agency. Unless the comm�ss�on find�ng of 
an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce �s reversed �n the course of jud�c�al rev�ew, the find�ng of an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce �s not revers�ble 
by the l�cens�ng agency notw�thstand�ng any other prov�s�on of law to the contrary.

564.415 appeals from commission; stay of proceedings; appeal period. [M.s.a. 26.1300(415)]
Sec. 415. An appeal from a final order of the comm�ss�on, �nclud�ng an order d�sm�ss�ng a compla�nt, shall be taken �n the 
manner prov�ded by sect�on 4 of Act No. 45 of the Publ�c Acts of the Second Extra Sess�on of 1963, be�ng sect�on 37.4 of 
the Comp�led Laws of 1948. M�ch�gan court rules relat�ve to stay of proceed�ngs on appeal shall perta�n �n regard to the 
comm�ss�on’s order. If a mot�on for recons�derat�on �s filed pursuant to sect�on 413, the appeal per�od shall beg�n to run from 
rece�pt of the comm�ss�on order determ�n�ng the mot�on for recons�derat�on.

564.416 respondent’s costs and attorney fees. [M.s.a. 26.1300(416)]
Sec. 416. If a compla�nt �s d�sm�ssed by final order of the comm�ss�on or a court, the court, �n the same or another act�on, may 
assess an amount not to exceed actual costs and actual attorney fees aga�nst the compla�nant and �n favor of the respondent.

564.417 Complaints and testimony, perjury. [M.s.a. 26.1300(417)]
Sec. 417. Complaints and sworn testimony referred to herein are subject to the law of perjury.
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564.418 Constitutional rights not denied. [M.s.a. 26.1300(418)]
Sec. 418. Noth�ng conta�ned �n th�s act shall be construed �n such a manner, and no �nvest�gat�on or determ�nat�on here�n 
prescr�bed or perm�tted shall be made �n such a manner, so as to deny any person suspected or accused of v�olat�ng the 
prov�s�ons of th�s act, or otherw�se affected by sa�d prov�s�ons, any statutory or const�tut�onal r�ght, guarantee, safeguard, 
pr�v�lege or other prerogat�ve that would ex�st �n a correspond�ng cr�m�nal �nvest�gat�on and proceed�ng.

CHaPter 5. enforCeMent by DePartMent of liCensinG anD reGulation
564.501 revocation of licenses. [M.s.a. 26.1300(501)]
Sec. 501. If a cert�ficat�on �s made pursuant to sect�on 414, the l�cens�ng agency may take appropr�ate act�on to suspend or 
revoke the l�cense of the respondent.

CHaPter 6. loCal CoMMissions
564.601 local ordinance, adoption, enforcement. [M.s.a. 26.1300(601)]
Sec. 601. A pol�t�cal subd�v�s�on may adopt and enforce an ord�nance proh�b�t�ng d�scr�m�nat�on �n real estate transact�ons 
because of race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n wh�ch �s not �n confl�ct w�th the prov�s�ons of th�s act.

564.602 local commission, creation. [M.s.a. 26.1300(602)]
Sec. 602. A pol�t�cal subd�v�s�on, or 2 or more pol�t�cal subd�v�s�ons act�ng jo�ntly, may create a local comm�ss�on to promote 
the purposes of th�s act and to secure for all �nd�v�duals w�th�n the jur�sd�ct�on of the pol�t�cal subd�v�s�on or subd�v�s�ons 
freedom from d�scr�m�nat�on �n real estate transact�ons because of race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n, and may appropr�ate 
funds for the expenses of the local comm�ss�on.

564.603 local commission, powers; review of final orders. [M.s.a. 26.1300(603)]
Sec. 603. (1) A local comm�ss�on, to the extent author�zed by local ord�nance, may have all the powers w�th�n �ts geograph�cal 
jur�sd�ct�on wh�ch the state comm�ss�on has under chapter 4. However, ne�ther the state comm�ss�on nor a local comm�ss�on 
shall accept a compla�nt from a compla�nant who has prev�ously filed a compla�nt �nvolv�ng the same transact�on w�th the 
other agency, or �n court pursuant to chapter 7, unless the pr�or compla�nt was d�sm�ssed on grounds not d�spos�t�ve of the 
mer�ts. Records and reports requ�red by a local comm�ss�on shall conform as nearly as conven�ent to correspond�ng records 
and reports requ�red by the state comm�ss�on and by federal law. A local comm�ss�on may �ssue cease and des�st orders only 
w�th the wr�tten approval of the state comm�ss�on, upon fil�ng of the transcr�pt of proceed�ngs, the find�ngs of fact and 
recommendat�ons of the local comm�ss�on presented to and concurred �n by the state comm�ss�on. If the local comm�ss�on �s 
author�zed to conc�l�ate cla�ms of unfa�r hous�ng pract�ces but not �ssue cease and des�st orders, nor pet�t�on for damages or 
fines, pr�or to accept�ng a cla�m the local comm�ss�on shall g�ve wr�tten not�ce to the cla�mant of the extent of �ts powers and 
may file h�s cla�m w�th the state comm�ss�on. 
(2) Proceed�ngs for rev�ew or enforcement of a final order of a local comm�ss�on shall be the same as proceed�ngs for rev�ew or 
enforcement of a final order of the state comm�ss�on.

564.604 Jurisdiction, transfer to local commission; report and recommendations. [M.s.a. 26.1300(604)]
Sec. 604. (1) The state comm�ss�on, whether or not a compla�nt has been filed under th�s act, may transfer jur�sd�ct�on 
of a matter �nvolv�ng d�scr�m�nat�on �n real estate transact�ons because of race, color, rel�g�on or nat�onal or�g�n to a local 
comm�ss�on for �nvest�gat�on, study and report, subject to the consent of the local comm�ss�on and the part�es.
(2) The state comm�ss�on may transfer jur�sd�ct�on of a compla�nt alleg�ng a v�olat�on of th�s act to a local comm�ss�on for 
�nvest�gat�on, determ�nat�on whether there �s a reasonable cause to bel�eve that the respondent has comm�tted an unfa�r 
hous�ng pract�ce, or ass�stance �n el�m�nat�ng an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce by conference, conc�l�at�on or persuas�on, subject to 
the consent of the local comm�ss�on and the part�es.
(3) Upon transfer by the state comm�ss�on, the local comm�ss�on shall make a report and may make recommendat�ons to the 
state comm�ss�on and take other appropr�ate act�on w�th�n the scope of �ts powers.
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564.605 Jurisdiction, transfer to state commission; judicial transfer. [M.s.a. 26.1300(605)]
Sec. 605. (1) A local comm�ss�on may transfer jur�sd�ct�on of a matter under �ts jur�sd�ct�on to the state comm�ss�on, subject to 
the consent of the state comm�ss�on.
(2) If the state comm�ss�on bel�eves there has been excess�ve delay �n dec�d�ng a case by a local comm�ss�on or that the local 
comm�ss�on �s for any reason unable or unw�ll�ng to d�spose of a compla�nt �n accordance w�th the prov�s�ons and purposes of 
th�s act, the state comm�ss�on may apply to the c�rcu�t court �n wh�ch the local comm�ss�on �s located for an order transferr�ng 
jur�sd�ct�on over the compla�nt to the state comm�ss�on.

564.606 Construction of chapter. [M.s.a. 26.1300(606)]
Sec. 606. Th�s chapter shall not be construed to �mply the absence of power �n a pol�t�cal subd�v�s�on to prov�de cr�m�nal 
sanct�ons �n an ord�nance passed pursuant to the pol�ce power or other power �nherent �n the pol�t�cal subd�v�s�on.

CHaPter 7. Private Civil aCtions
564.701 Private civil action; time; provisional and final relief, rescission of contract. [M.s.a. 26.1300(701)]
Sec. 701. (1) A person cla�m�ng to be aggr�eved by an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce, �n l�eu of fil�ng a wr�tten compla�nt w�th the 
state comm�ss�on or a local comm�ss�on, may �n�t�ate a pr�vate c�v�l act�on �n c�rcu�t court seek�ng appropr�ate �njunct�ve rel�ef 
for a per�od of t�me not to exceed 30 days and damages.
(2) The courts of th�s state are author�zed, through appropr�ate c�v�l procedures, to g�ve prov�s�onal and final rel�ef �n such 
cases. The remed�es shall conform �nsofar as poss�ble to those
stated �n sect�ons 410 to 412, except that such courts are not l�m�ted to the damages set forth �n sect�on 411.
(3) Where real property �s the subject of a compla�nt of an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce, the court may cancel, resc�nd or revoke a 
contract, deed, lease or other �nstrument transferr�ng that property to any person who had actual knowledge or record not�ce 
of a find�ng by the state or local comm�ss�on that an unfa�r hous�ng pract�ce had occurred w�th respect to such real property, �f 
such actual knowledge or record not�ce occurred pr�or to the transfer of the real estate or the execut�on of a document creat�ng 
a legal obl�gat�on to make such transfer.

564.702 Civil act bar to commission action; defense to civil action. [M.s.a. 26.1300(702)]
Sec. 702. The state comm�ss�on or a local comm�ss�on shall not accept a compla�nt from a compla�nant who has prev�ously 
filed a compla�nt �n court �nvolv�ng the same transact�on unless the court has prev�ously d�sm�ssed the compla�nt for lack of 
jur�sd�ct�on or �mproper venue. It �s a defense to an or�g�nal c�v�l act�on commenced under th�s chapter that the compla�nant 
prev�ously filed a compla�nt �nvolv�ng the same transact�on w�th the state comm�ss�on or a local comm�ss�on, unless such 
compla�nt was d�sm�ssed on grounds of lack of jur�sd�ct�on or �mproper venue.

564.703 Jury trial. [M.s.a. 26.1300(703)]
Sec. 703. No respondent shall be precluded from a tr�al by jury as a matter of r�ght �n any matter covered �n th�s act.

564.704 Judicial remedies not diminished. [M.s.a. 26.1300(704)]
Sec. 704. Noth�ng conta�ned �n th�s act shall be construed to d�m�n�sh the r�ght of any party to d�rect and �mmed�ate legal or 
equ�table remed�es �n the courts of th�s state. Approved June 11, 1968.
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teaching with Documents: founding Documents of the Peace Corps
Grade Level: H�gh School 

Primary Subject: Soc�al Stud�es, H�story 
The U.S. Nat�onal Arch�ves & Records Adm�n�strat�on 
http://www.arch�ves.gov/educat�on/lessons/peace-corps/

background
The found�ng of the Peace Corps �s one of Pres�dent John F. Kennedy’s most endur�ng legac�es. Yet �t got �ts start �n a 
fortu�tous and unexpected moment. Kennedy, arr�v�ng late to speak to students at the Un�vers�ty of M�ch�gan on October 14, 
1960, found h�mself thronged by a crowd of 10,000 students at 2 o’clock �n the morn�ng. Speak�ng extemporaneously, the 
pres�dent�al cand�date challenged Amer�can youth to devote a part of the�r l�ves to l�v�ng and work�ng �n As�a, Afr�ca, and 
Lat�n Amer�ca. Would students back h�s effort to form a Peace Corps? The�r response was �mmed�ate: w�th�n weeks students 
organ�zed a pet�t�on dr�ve and gathered 1,000 s�gnatures �n support of the �dea. Several hundred others pledged to serve. 
Enthus�ast�c letters poured �nto Democrat�c headquarters. Th�s response was cruc�al to Kennedy’s dec�s�on to make the 
found�ng of a Peace Corps a pr�or�ty.
Today �f you go to a Peace Corps recru�t�ng office you w�ll see that n�ght commemorated �n posters. S�nce then more than 
150,000 c�t�zens of all ages and backgrounds have worked �n more than 130 countr�es throughout the world as volunteers 
�n such fields as health, teach�ng, agr�culture, urban plann�ng, sk�lled trades, forestry, san�tat�on, and technology. How d�d 
Kennedy transform a campa�gn pledge �nto a new agency of the U.S. government? How does the Const�tut�on del�neate the 
legal processes by wh�ch a new v�s�on can become a real�ty? Th�s lesson offers an opportun�ty to teach students not only about 
Kennedy and the New Front�er, but also about how our Const�tut�on works.
The or�g�ns of the �dea for a Peace Corps are numerous and go back long before the Kennedy era. Rel�g�ous organ�zat�ons had 
sent m�ss�onar�es to remote areas of the world for centur�es, not only to preach but to teach trades and bu�ld schools. In 1904 
the Amer�can ph�losopher W�ll�am James formulated the �dea for a peace army �nto wh�ch young Amer�cans would be drafted 
�n the serv�ce of peace rather than war. S�nce 1917 the Amer�can Fr�ends Serv�ce Comm�ttee has sent Amer�cans to work �n 
refugee camps and to work on commun�ty projects. Frankl�n Roosevelt’s C�v�l�an Conservat�on Corps (1933) put young people 
to work for the�r country, and after World War II many pr�vate groups l�ke the Internat�onal Voluntary Serv�ce sponsored 
�nternat�onal work camps.
By 1960 two b�lls were �ntroduced �n Congress that were the d�rect forerunners of the Peace Corps. Representat�ve Henry S. 
Reuss of W�scons�n proposed that the government study the �dea, and Senator Hubert Humphrey of M�nnesota asked for the 
establ�shment of a Peace Corps �tself. These b�lls were not l�kely to pass Congress at the t�me, but they caught the attent�on of 
then-Senator Kennedy for several �mportant reasons.
In contrast to E�senhower’s pol�cy of “dynam�c conservat�sm,” wh�ch called for the ma�ntenance of ex�st�ng governmental 
programs but not the establ�shment of new ones, Kennedy foresaw a “New Front�er.” Insp�red by Roosevelt’s New Deal, 
the New Front�er env�s�oned programs to fight poverty, help c�t�es, and expand governmental benefits to a w�de array of 
Amer�cans. Hav�ng won the elect�on of 1960 by a sl�m major�ty, Kennedy was only partly successful �n push�ng h�s programs 
through Congress. He rev�sed the m�n�mum wage to cover more workers, �ncreased Soc�al Secur�ty benefits, and pushed for the 
establ�shment of Med�care. After Kennedy’s unt�mely death, �t was left to Pres�dent Lyndon Johnson to successfully negot�ate 
the passage of new programs such as Med�care through Congress. Johnson’s Great Soc�ety brought to fru�t�on many of the �deas 
�n�t�ated by Kennedy �n the New Front�er.
In fore�gn affa�rs Kennedy was also more of an act�v�st than h�s predecessor. He v�ewed the pres�dency as “the v�tal center of 
act�on �n our whole scheme of government.” Concerned by what was then perce�ved to be the global threat of commun�sm, 
Kennedy looked for creat�ve as well as m�l�tary solut�ons. He was eager to rev�tal�ze our program of econom�c a�d and to 
counter negat�ve �mages of the “Ugly Amer�can” and Yankee �mper�al�sm. He bel�eved that send�ng �deal�st�c Amer�cans 
abroad to work at the grass-roots level would spread Amer�can goodw�ll �nto the Th�rd World and help stem the growth of 
commun�sm there.
Kennedy lost no t�me �n actual�z�ng h�s dream for a Peace Corps. Between h�s elect�on and �naugurat�on he ordered Sargent 
Shr�ver, h�s brother-�n-law, to do a feas�b�l�ty study. Shr�ver remembered, “We rece�ved more letters from people offer�ng to 
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work �n or to volunteer for the Peace Corps, wh�ch d�d not then ex�st, than for all other ex�st�ng agenc�es.” W�th�n two months 
of tak�ng office Kennedy �ssued an execut�ve order establ�sh�ng the Peace Corps w�th�n the State Department, us�ng funds 
from mutual secur�ty appropr�at�ons. Shr�ver, as head of the new agency, assured �ts success by h�s fervent �deal�sm and h�s 
w�ll�ngness to �mprov�se and take act�on. But to have permanency and eventual autonomy, the Peace Corps would have to 
be approved and funded by Congress. In September 1961, the 87th Congress passed Publ�c Law 87-293 establ�sh�ng a Peace 
Corps. By th�s t�me, thanks to Kennedy’s execut�ve order and Shr�ver’s �nsp�red leadersh�p, Peace Corps volunteers were already 
�n the field.
The Peace Corps was not w�thout �ts cr�t�cs. R�chard N�xon pred�cted �t would become a haven for draft dodgers. To avo�d th�s 
poss�b�l�ty, serv�ce �n the Peace Corps prov�ded young men w�th draft deferment, but not exempt�on. To allay fears that the 
Peace Corps would harbor secret agendas or become a tool of the CIA, Peace Corps volunteers are sent only to countr�es that 
request the�r serv�ces. Today any c�t�zen at least 18 years old and �n good health can apply, but he or she w�ll be automat�cally 
d�squal�fied for prev�ous work w�th an �ntell�gence agency.
Pres�dent Kennedy felt a spec�al bond w�th Peace Corps volunteers, and he welcomed them to the Wh�te House at every 
opportun�ty. They came to be known fondly as “Kennedy’s k�ds.” In h�s last State of the Un�on address Kennedy sa�d, “Noth�ng 
carr�es the sp�r�t of Amer�can �deal�sm and expresses our hopes better and more effect�vely to the far corners of the earth than 
the Peace Corps.” Today, several thousand Amer�cans every year answer h�s call to “ask not what your country can do for you--
ask what you can do for your country” by serv�ng �n the Peace Corps.

standards Correlations
This lesson correlates to the national History standards.

• Era 9—Postwar Un�ted States (1945 to early 1970s)
• Standard 2B—Demonstrate understand�ng of Un�ted States fore�gn pol�cy �n Afr�ca, As�a, the M�ddle East, 

and Lat�n Amer�ca.
• Standard 3B—Demonstrate understand�ng of the "New Front�er" and the "Great Soc�ety."

This lesson correlates to the national standards for Civics and Government.

• Standard II.B.2.—Evaluate, take, and defend pos�t�ons on the �mportance of voluntar�sm �n Amer�can soc�ety.
• Standard III. B.2.—Evaluate, take, and defend pos�t�ons on �ssues regard�ng major respons�b�l�t�es of the nat�onal 

government for fore�gn and domest�c pol�cy.
• Standard IV. B.2.—Evaluate, take, and defend pos�t�ons about how Un�ted States fore�gn pol�cy �s made and the 

means by wh�ch �t �s carr�ed out.
• Standard V.E.4.—Evaluate, take, and defend pos�t�ons about the funct�ons of leadersh�p �n Amer�can 

const�tut�onal democracy.

Michigan social studies Curriculum Content standards
The lesson presents an opportun�ty to address, �n part, these standards:

• 1.22 COMPREHENDING THE PAST: Students w�ll descr�be the past through the eyes and exper�ences of 
those who were there as revealed through the�r records.

• P4 CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT

Constitutional Connection
Th�s lesson relates to the power of Congress to make laws ( Art�cle I, Sect�ons 7, 8, and 9 ) and the powers of the ch�ef execut�ve 
to make appo�ntments and execute the laws Art�cle II, Sect�ons 2 and 3 ).

Cross-curricular Connections
Share th�s exerc�se w�th your colleagues �n h�story, government, and language arts.
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activities
introductory exercise

1. Ask students to use the�r textbooks and other classroom resources to �dent�fy the �mportant events of John F. 
Kennedy’s pres�dent�al campa�gn and pres�dency and when they occurred. Comp�le th�s �nformat�on �nto a 
t�mel�ne on the board.

Document analysis
2. D�v�de the class �nto groups of three to four students. Prov�de each group w�th cop�es of the four featured 

documents. Instruct the students to read the execut�ve order and the publ�c law first and add the�r dates to the 
t�mel�ne on the board. Next, project a transparency w�th the follow�ng quest�ons and ask students to answer 
them �n the�r groups.

 Why was a Peace Corps established and what were its goals? What can we learn about President Kennedy’s style of 
governing from the documents about the Peace Corps? What powers does Kennedy as president presume to have in the 
executive order? Does the Constitution provide the chief executive with these powers? Did anyone else need to concur in 
the executive order? Why would Kennedy have issued it? How was the Peace Corps funded under the executive order? 
Was it established as a separate entity or under the aegis of an already existing governmental organization? What do the 
photographs show about when the Peace Corps started to function? Could the Peace Corps have functioned indefinitely 
under the executive order? What elements in the public law demonstrate the constitutional process by which it was 
passed? How is the Peace Corps established by the executive order different from the one established by public law? 
What do the photographs tell us about Kennedy’s feeling about the Peace Corps and the public response to the idea?

 Ask one member of each group to share the conclus�ons reached by the group.

reenact the Past
3. Accord�ng to the Const�tut�on �t �s the pres�dent’s job to execute the laws. He or she may do th�s by delegat�ng 

author�ty through the power of appo�ntment. Th�s act�v�ty w�ll allow students to exper�ence what �t m�ght be l�ke 
to organ�ze a new government agency -to put the bluepr�nt of the law �nto pract�ce.

 D�v�de students �nto small groups. Inform each group that �t has been delegated the respons�b�l�ty of putt�ng the 
Peace Corps �nto act�on. L�ke Sargent Shr�ver and h�s staff, students w�ll need to figure out how to recru�t, tra�n, 
place, and superv�se the first Peace Corps volunteers.

 Before students beg�n, bra�nstorm w�th the class the types of problems they w�ll have to solve. Ask: Who 
should be recru�ted and on what bas�s? What countr�es should rece�ve volunteers and why? What potent�al 
problems and confl�cts m�ght ar�se e�ther between U.S. governmental agenc�es (e.g., the Peace Corps and State 
Department), or between the U.S. government and a country where a volunteer �s placed?

 Ask each group to present �ts plans to the ent�re class. Based on the presentat�ons, ask the class to dec�de wh�ch 
group presented the most feas�ble plan.

Creative Writing
4. Ask pa�rs of students to �nvent �dent�t�es for themselves as fam�ly members (e.g., brother/s�ster, mother/son) 

l�v�ng through the years 1962 and 1963. D�rect one student to �mag�ne be�ng a Peace Corps volunteer and the 
other to �mag�ne be�ng a fam�ly member �n the Un�ted States. Instruct students to wr�te letters to each other. 
In Letter 1 the volunteer w�ll wr�te home about h�s or her tra�n�ng and placement �n a host country. In Letter 2 
the fam�ly member w�ll react to th�s letter and reply w�th news about what �s happen�ng �n the Un�ted States �n 
1962. In Letter 3 the volunteer w�ll wr�te home about h�s or her accompl�shments and frustrat�ons �n the host 
country. In Letter 4 the fam�ly member w�ll respond and descr�be events �n the Un�ted States �n 1963.

5. Ask students to �mag�ne be�ng a Peace Corps volunteer �n one of the featured photographs. Suggest that they 
have just met Pres�dent Kennedy and are about to take on the�r first ass�gnments as volunteers. D�rect students 
to wr�te a d�ary entry of that never-to-be-forgotten day.
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investigate and Compare
6. W�th your students, call the nearest Peace Corps office or v�s�t the Peace Corps Web s�te at www.peacecorps.gov to 

find out what the Peace Corps does today. Arrange to have a former volunteer speak to your class. Jo�n the World 
W�se Schools Program through wh�ch your class can correspond w�th a volunteer who �s currently �n the field.

 After students become fam�l�ar w�th what the Peace Corps does today, lead a class d�scuss�on �n wh�ch students 
evaluate and compare the or�g�nal m�ss�on of the Peace Corps as expressed �n the featured documents w�th 
�ts accompl�shments today. Ask: How successful has �t been? Wh�ch of �ts three ma�n goals has �t met most 
effect�vely? Least effect�vely?

evaluate the Historical record
7. Ask each student to wr�te an essay that defines the term “New Front�er,” descr�bes the ways the Peace Corps 

exempl�fied the goals and methods of the New Front�er, and evaluates and ranks the �mportance of the Peace 
Corps �n Kennedy’s legacy.

8. Ask students to research and compare the structure and accompl�shments of VISTA (Volunteers �n Serv�ce to 
Amer�ca) to those of the Peace Corps. VISTA was founded under Pres�dent Johnson’s “Great Soc�ety” and �t was 
modeled on the Peace Corps.

establish a service organization
9. D�v�de the class �nto teams of three to four students. Ask each team to establ�sh the�r own organ�zat�on 

modeled on the Peace Corps concept of people-to-people hands-on help. Rem�nd students that what makes 
the Peace Corps un�que �s that �t �s a government-sponsored volunteer program. Ask students to env�s�on other 
government-sponsored volunteer programs. Instruct students to wr�te the�r proposals �n the form of a b�ll to be 
subm�tted to Congress. Students can use the publ�c law �n th�s lesson as a model.

 Encourage students to subm�t the�r b�lls to a Model Congress �f your school part�c�pates �n one, or to wr�te or 
e-ma�l the�r representat�ves about the�r �deas. E-ma�l addresses for congress�onal representat�ves are ava�lable from 
the House of Representat�ves Web s�te.

The documents �ncluded �n th�s project are from Record Group 11, the General Records of the Un�ted States, and from the 
John F. Kennedy Pres�dent�al L�brary. They are ava�lable onl�ne through the Arch�val Research Catalog (ARC) Ident�fiers: 

 300010 
194174 
299874 
194180

ARC replaces �ts prototype, the NARA Arch�val Informat�on Locator (NAIL). You can st�ll perform a keyword, d�g�t�zed �mage 
and locat�on search. ARC’s advanced funct�onal�t�es also allow you to search by organ�zat�on, person, or top�c.
ARC �s a searchable database that conta�ns �nformat�on about a w�de var�ety of NARA hold�ngs across the country. You can use 
ARC to search record descr�pt�ons by keywords or top�cs and retr�eve d�g�tal cop�es of selected textual documents, photographs, 
maps, and sound record�ngs related to thousands of top�cs.
Currently, about 20% of NARA’s vast hold�ngs have been descr�bed �n ARC. 124,000 d�g�tal �mages can be searched �n ARC. 
In keep�ng w�th NARA’s Strateg�c Plan, the percentage of hold�ngs descr�bed �n ARC w�ll grow cont�nually.
Th�s art�cle was wr�tten by Joan Brodsky Schur, a teacher at V�llage Commun�ty School �n New York, NY.

other resources
Burner, Dav�d. John F. Kennedy and a New Generation. Boston: Scott, Foresman & Co., 1988.
Hapgood, Dav�d, and Mer�dan Bennett. Agents of Change: A Close Look at the Peace Corps. Boston: L�ttle, Brown and 
Company, 1968.
Hoopes, Roy. The Complete Peace Corps Guide, Third Edition. New York: The D�al Press, 1966.
Luce, Ir�s, ed. Letters from the Peace Corps. Wash�ngton, DC: Robert B. Luce, Inc., 1964.
Reeves, T. Zane. The Politics of the Peace Corps & Vista. Tuscaloosa: The Un�vers�ty of Alabama Press, 1988.

http://www.archives.gov/global-pages/exit.html?link=http://www.peacecorps.gov
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Schles�nger, Arthur M., Jr. A Thousand Days: John F. Kennedy in the White House. Boston: Houghton M�ffl�n Company, 1965.
Shr�ver, Sargent. Point of the Lance. New York: Harper & Row, Publ�shers, 1964.
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The Documents
executive order 10924, March 1, 1961 
Nat�onal Arch�ves and Records Adm�n�strat�on 
General Records of the Un�ted States 
Record Group 11 
ARC Ident�fier: 300010
President Kennedy Greeting Peace Corps volunteers, august 28, 1961 
John F�tzgerald Kennedy L�brary  
Wh�te House Photographs 
Abb�e Rowe, Photographer 
ARC Ident�fier: 194174
Public law 87-293, september 22, 1961 
Nat�onal Arch�ves and Records Adm�n�strat�on 
General Records of the Un�ted States 
Record Group 11 
ARC Ident�fier: 299874
President Kennedy Greeting Peace Corps volunteers, august 9, 1962 
John F�tzgerald Kennedy L�brary  
Wh�te House Photographs 
Abb�e Rowe, Photographer 
ARC Ident�fier: 194180
The U.S. Nat�onal Arch�ves and Records Adm�n�strat�on  
8601 Adelph� Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001 • Telephone: 1-86-NARA-NARA or 1-866-272-6272

http://www.jfklibrary.org/
http://www.archives.gov/global-pages/exit.html?link=http://www.peacecorps.gov
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/content.php?page=document&doc=92
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/index.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/index.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/index.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/arc/index.html
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america’s space Program: exploring a new frontier
Grade Level: M�ddle School, H�gh School 
Primary Subject: Soc�al Stud�es, H�story 

Nat�onal Park Serv�ce 
http://www.nps.gov/h�story/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/101space/101ABOUT.htm

about This lesson
Th�s lesson �s based on Nat�onal Reg�ster of H�stor�c Places reg�strat�on files for Cape Canaveral A�r Force Stat�on �n Flor�da, 
and for propert�es located at the John F. Kennedy Space Center �n Flor�da, the George C. Marshall Space Fl�ght Center �n 
Alabama, and the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center �n Texas.¹ It also uses mater�als prepared by the Nat�onal Aeronaut�cs 
and Space Adm�n�strat�on (NASA). The lesson was wr�tten by R�ta G. Koman, an educat�on consultant. It was ed�ted by Fay 
Metcalf, Mar�lyn Harper, and the Teach�ng w�th H�stor�c Places staff. TwHP �s sponsored, �n part, by the Cultural Resources 
Tra�n�ng In�t�at�ve and Parks as Classrooms programs of the Nat�onal Park Serv�ce. Th�s lesson �s one �n a ser�es that br�ngs the 
�mportant stor�es of h�stor�c places �nto classrooms across the country.
¹The �nd�v�dual Nat�onal Reg�ster reg�strat�on forms �nclude:
Kennedy Space Center: “Veh�cle Assembly Bu�ld�ng,” “Launch Control Center,” “Headquarters Bu�ld�ng,” “Operat�ons and 
Checkout,” “Central Instrumentat�on Fac�l�ty,” “Crawlerway,” “Press S�te Clock and Flag Pole,” “M�ss�le Crawler Transporter 
Fac�l�t�es (Crawlers),” and “Launch Complex 39, Pads A and B.”
Marshall Space Flight Center: “Redstone Test Stand,” “Saturn V Dynam�c Test Stand,” “Propuls�on and Structural Test Fac�l�ty,” 
“Neutral Buoyancy Space S�mulator,” and “Saturn V Space Veh�cle.”
Johnson Space Center: “Space Env�ronment S�mulat�on Laboratory,” and “Apollo M�ss�on Control Center.”

Where it fits into the curriculum
Topics: The lesson can be used �n Amer�can h�story, soc�al stud�es, and geography courses �n un�ts on the space program, the 
Cold War and �ts effects on Amer�can soc�ety, or �nterd�sc�pl�nary un�ts on sc�ence and technology.
T�me per�od: 1960s
Th�s lesson correlates to the Nat�onal Standards for U.S. H�story Era 9: Postwar Un�ted States (1945 to early 1970s)

• Standard 1CThe student understands how postwar sc�ence augmented the nat�on's econom�c strength, 
transformed da�ly l�fe, and �nfluenced the world economy.

• Standard 2AThe student understands the �nternat�onal or�g�ns and domest�c consequences of the Cold War.
This lesson correlates to the national standards for social studies.

• Theme III: People, Places, and Env�ronment, Standard G The Students descr�be how people create places that 
reflect cultural values and �deals as they bu�ld ne�ghborhoods, parks, shopp�ng centers, and the l�ke. M�ch�gan 
Soc�al Stud�es Curr�culum Content Standards

• Theme IV: Ind�v�dual Development and Ident�ty, Standard C The student descr�bes the ways fam�ly, gender, 
ethn�c�ty, nat�onal�ty, and �nst�tut�onal affil�at�ons contr�bute to personal �dent�ty.

• Theme V: Ind�v�duals, Groups, and Inst�tut�ons, Standard D The student �dent�fies and analyzes examples of 
tens�ons between express�ons of �nd�v�dual�ty and group �nst�tut�onal efforts to promote soc�al conform�ty.

• Theme VI: Power, Author�ty, and Governance, Standard A -The student exam�nes pers�stent �ssues �nvolv�ng the 
r�ghts, roles, and status of the �nd�v�dual �n relat�on to the general welfare.

• Theme VII: Product�on, D�str�but�on, and Consumpt�on, Standard F The student expla�ns and �llustrates how 
values and bel�efs �nfluence d�fferent econom�c dec�s�ons.

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/101space/101ABOUT.htm
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Michigan social studies Curriculum Content standards
The lesson presents an opportun�ty to address, �n part, these standards:

• 1.22 COMPREHENDING THE PAST: Students w�ll descr�be the past through the eyes and exper�ences of 
those who were there as revealed through the�r records.

• 8.1.2 COLD WAR CONFLICTS: The arms and space race.

objectives for students
1. To �dent�fy the events that led to the U.S. dec�s�on to send a man to the Moon. 
2. To exam�ne some of the work necessary to make the Apollo project poss�ble.
3. To descr�be how w�dely separated space centers cooperated on the Apollo project.
4. To evaluate arguments for preserv�ng h�stor�c s�tes relat�ng to the space program.
5. To d�scuss comparable debates about preserv�ng places �n the�r own commun�t�es that are assoc�ated w�th recent h�story.

Materials for students
The mater�als l�sted below e�ther can be used d�rectly on the computer or can be pr�nted out, photocop�ed, and d�str�buted to 
students. The maps and �mages appear tw�ce: �n a smaller, low-resolut�on vers�on w�th assoc�ated quest�ons and alone �n a larger 
vers�on.

1. Two maps show�ng locat�ons �mportant to the U.S. space program  
http://www.nps.gov/h�story/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/101space/101locate1.htm

2. read�ngs about the Apollo project and �ts �mpact  
http://www.nps.gov/h�story/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/101space/101facts1.htm

3. an �llustrat�on show�ng the M�ss�on Control Center �n Houston  
http://www.nps.gov/h�story/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/101space/101v�sual2.htm

4. photographs of the Apollo project and the first manned land�ng on the Moon  
http://www.nps.gov/h�story/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/101space/101v�sual1.htm

reading: Preparing the Way
The Nat�onal Aeronaut�cs and Space Adm�n�strat�on (NASA) was establ�shed on October 1, 1958, a year after the USSR sent 
Sputnik, the first earth satell�te, �nto space. In 1961, after Sov�et cosmonaut Yur� Gagar�n became the first man �n space, the 
new agency was ass�gned respons�b�l�ty for meet�ng Pres�dent Kennedy’s comm�tment to put a man on the Moon by the end of 
the 1960s. Accompl�sh�ng the goal under th�s str�ct t�me constra�nt was an enormous challenge. By 1966, the 10,000 people 
employed at the space agency �n 1960 had grown to 36,000. NASA’s annual budget �ncreased from $500 m�ll�on �n 1960 to a 
h�gh po�nt of $5.2 b�ll�on �n 1965, 5.3 percent of the federal budget for that year. Approx�mately 50 percent of that amount 
went d�rectly for human spacefl�ght; the vast major�ty of that went d�rectly toward Apollo. The project eventually cost $24 
b�ll�on. Accord�ng to John Noble W�lford, space correspondent for the New York Times, Apollo was the “greatest mob�l�zat�on 
of men and resources ever undertaken for a peaceful project of sc�ence and explorat�on.”¹
When NASA began operat�ons �n October of 1958, �t absorbed �nto �t the earl�er Nat�onal Adv�sory Comm�ttee for 
Aeronaut�cs �ntact; �ts 8,000 employees, an annual budget of $100 m�ll�on, three major research laborator�es--Langley 
Aeronaut�cal Laboratory, Ames Aeronaut�cal Laboratory, and Lew�s Fl�ght Propuls�on Laboratory--and two smaller test 
fac�l�t�es. It qu�ckly �ncorporated other organ�zat�ons �nto the new agency, notably the space sc�ence group of the Naval 
Research Laboratory �n Maryland, the Jet Propuls�on Laboratory managed by the Cal�forn�a Inst�tute of Technology for the 
Army, and the Army Ball�st�c M�ss�le Agency �n Huntsv�lle, Alabama.
W�th the advent of Apollo, the Jet Propuls�on Laboratory took over respons�b�l�ty for develop�ng the necessary gu�dance and 
commun�cat�ons technolog�es and for learn�ng more about the lunar env�ronment. The Marshall Space Fl�ght Center was 
formed around the Army’s ball�st�c m�ss�le team at Redstone Arsenal, wh�ch was led by Dr. Wernher von Braun and the other 
eng�neers who had developed the first successful rocket, the German V-2. Marshall was respons�ble for bu�ld�ng and test�ng the 
rockets to power the spacecraft.
NASA created three new fac�l�t�es spec�fically to meet the demands of the lunar land�ng program. In 1962 the agency bu�lt 
the Manned Spacecraft Center (renamed the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center �n 1973), near Houston, Texas, to des�gn the 

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/101space/101locate1.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/101space/101facts1.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/101space/101visual2.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/101space/101visual1.htm
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Apollo spacecraft and the launch platform for the lunar lander. Th�s center also became the home of NASA’s astronauts and the 
s�te of m�ss�on control. The sc�ent�sts and eng�neers �n the control room mon�tored all the deta�ls of the moon fl�ght once the 
rocket was launched. The Launch Operat�ons Center (renamed the John F. Kennedy Space Center �n 1963) at Cape Canaveral 
on Flor�da’s eastern seacoast was greatly enlarged. All of the Saturn/Apollo rockets were assembled �n Kennedy’s huge 36-story 
Veh�cle Assembly Bu�ld�ng and fired from Launch Complex 39. F�nally, �n October 1961, NASA created the M�ss�ss�pp� Test 
Fac�l�ty, renamed the John C. Stenn�s Space Center �n 1988. It was here that the Saturn rockets were tested. The cost of th�s 
expans�on was great, more than $2.2 b�ll�on over the decade.
NASA’s leaders made an early dec�s�on to rely upon outs�de researchers and techn�c�ans to complete the Apollo project. 
Between 80 and 90 percent of NASA’s overall budget �n the 1960s went for contracts to purchase goods and serv�ces from 
pr�vate �ndustry, research �nst�tut�ons, and un�vers�t�es. Contractor employees work�ng on the program �ncreased more than 
10 t�mes, from 36,500 �n 1960 to 376,700 �n 1965. NASA found that th�s was both good pol�t�cs and the best way of gett�ng 
Apollo done on t�me. It was also very nearly the only way to harness talent and �nst�tut�onal resources already �n ex�stence �n 
the emerg�ng aerospace �ndustry and the country’s lead�ng research un�vers�t�es.
More than 500 contractors worked on both large and small aspects of Apollo. For example, the Boe�ng Company was the 
pr�me contractor for the first stage of the Saturn rocket, North Amer�can Av�at�on for the second stage, and the Douglas 
A�rcraft Corporat�on for the th�rd stage. The Rocketdyne D�v�s�on of North Amer�can Av�at�on was respons�ble for the rocket 
eng�nes and Internat�onal Bus�ness Mach�nes for the �nstruments. These pr�me contractors, w�th more than 250 subcontractors, 
prov�ded m�ll�ons of parts and components for use �n the Saturn launch veh�cle, all meet�ng exact�ng spec�ficat�ons for 
performance and rel�ab�l�ty.
Gett�ng all of these people to work together challenged the men and women respons�ble for manag�ng the program, whether 
they worked for the Federal Government, a pr�vate �ndustry, or a un�vers�ty. Accord�ng to Dr. Leonard R. Sayles and Dr. 
Margaret K. Chandler of the Graduate School of Bus�ness at Columb�a Un�vers�ty, NASA’s most s�gn�ficant contr�but�on 
was “gett�ng an organ�zat�onally complex structure, �nvolv�ng a great var�ety of people do�ng a great var�ety of th�ngs �n many 
separate locat�ons, to do what you want, when you want �t--and wh�le the dec�s�on regard�ng the best route to your object�ve �s 
st�ll �n the process of be�ng made by you and your collaborators.”²

Questions for reading
1. What event led to the creat�on of NASA? What event contr�buted to the dec�s�on to send an Amer�can to the 

Moon by the end of the 1960s?
2. What ev�dence �nd�cates that the Cold War affected the Amer�can space program? Why do you th�nk the program 

was somet�mes called “the space race?” (Add�t�onal �nformat�on �s �ncluded �n Sett�ng the Stage.)
3. How many d�fferent k�nds of work and workers can you �dent�fy from th�s read�ng?
4. Why was the work for the Apollo program spread out over so many s�tes? What do you th�nk the advantages and 

d�sadvantages m�ght have been �f �t had been concentrated �n one place? D�scuss.
5. Why d�d the project rely so heav�ly on pr�vate �ndustry, research �nst�tut�ons, and un�vers�t�es? What advantages 

and d�sadvantages do you th�nk th�s m�ght have had over us�ng government employees exclus�vely?
Reading 1 was compiled from “Project Apollo: A Retrospective Analysis” web site, History Office, Office of Policy and Plans, National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration; “Human Space Flight: A Record of Achievement, 1961-1998” web site, History Office, Office 
of Policy and Plans, National Aeronautics and Space Administration; and from Edward M. Cortright, ed., Apollo Exped�t�ons to 
the Moon (Washington, D.C.: Scientific and Technical Information Office, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 1975).
¹John Noble Wilford, “$24 Billion for Big Push to the Moon,” The New York T�mes, Special Apollo Supplement, July 17, 1969, 34.  
²James E. Webb, “A Perspective on Apollo,” in Edward M. Cortright, ed., Apollo Exped�t�ons to the Moon (Washington, D.C.: 
Scientific and Technical Information Office, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 1975), 17.

http://www.nps.gov/applications/redirect/?sUrl=http://www.hq.nasa.gov/office/pao/History/Apollomon/Apollo.html
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Warhol’s foxy lady: Pop art
Grade Level: M�ddle School, H�gh School 

Primary Subject: Soc�al Stud�es, Art 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 

http://www.rockhall.com/teacher/st�-lesson-24/

rationale
The v�sual arts are strongly �nfluenced by mus�c and pop art �s no except�on. The art �s reflect�ve of the mus�c. It appears on 
the album covers and advert�sements for concerts. The study of pop art and mus�c allows students to understand connect�ons 
between the arts wh�le prov�d�ng a creat�ve way for students to enhance the�r understand�ng of the t�me per�od.

objectives
The student w�ll be able to:

1. pa�nt a mural that represents the psychedel�c era and uses styles of pop art�sts
2. �dent�fy character�st�cs of pop art.
3. �dent�fy �magery of the psychedel�c era
4. reproduce or create an appropr�ate letter�ng style for the psychedel�c era.

audience
Th�s lesson �s appropr�ate for the m�ddle or h�gh school student. It would work well �n an art or human�t�es class.

time frame
Two weeks, ten 45-m�nute class per�ods.

Materials
Copy of selected art works (sl�des or pr�nts), selected mus�c, lyr�cs, CD/tape player, pa�nt (latex, acryl�c or tempera), brushes, 
m�x�ng trays, sponges, tarp, 3 p�eces of canvas (tag board or a wall can be subst�tuted for canvas), s�nk. Please note: a collage 
can ach�eve much the same result �f there are budget and/or t�me constra�nts.

Michigan social studies Curriculum Content standards
The lesson presents an opportun�ty to address, �n part, these standards:

• 1.22 COMPREHENDING THE PAST: Students w�ll descr�be the past through the eyes and exper�ences of 
those who were there as revealed through the�r records.

• ARTS EDUCATION, CONTENT STANDARD 4: All students w�ll understand, analyze and descr�be the arts 
�n the�r h�stor�cal, soc�al and cultural contexts.

background
Pop art was a v�sual arts movement of the 1950s and 1960s wh�ch took �magery from mass culture. Some art�sts dupl�cated 
beer bottles, soup cans, com�c str�ps, road s�gns, and s�m�lar objects �n pa�nt�ngs, collages, and sculptures. Others �ncorporated 
the objects themselves �nto the�r pa�nt�ngs or sculpture, somet�mes �n startl�ngly mod�fied form. Mater�als of modern 
technology, such as plast�c, urethane foam, and acryl�c pa�nt, often figured prom�nently. One of the most �mportant art�st�c 
movements of the 20th century, pop art note only �nfluenced the work of subsequent art�sts but also had an �mpact on 
commerc�al, graph�c and fash�on des�gn.
Andy Warhol, the leader of the Amer�can pop art movement, made films and had a n�ght club. In h�s art work, he used a 
pr�ntmak�ng techn�que wh�ch emphas�zed repet�t�on. H�s art was detached and d�fferent from what people were used to see�ng 
�n art. He was �nd�fferent to art trad�t�ons, wh�ch made h�s work controvers�al. H�s art dehuman�zes the person by packag�ng, 
an �mpersonal techn�que.
Roy L�chtenste�n created a com�c str�p �magery. He used a flat modeled color w�th a dot techn�que, wh�ch �s very mechan�cal. 
He cop�ed cheap color pr�nt�ng techn�ques, yet he pa�nted them. He appeals to character�st�cs that are ant�-aesthet�c and 
emot�onless.
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James Rosenqu�st or�g�nally was a b�llboard pa�nter and used a collage techn�que �n h�s very large pa�nt�ngs. He creates a 
juxtapos�t�on of fragmented forms.
Claus Oldenberg �s a sculptor. H�s soft sculptures deny a sensual response from the v�ewer. He creates a synthet�c ugl�ness w�th 
�nappropr�ate mater�als and aggress�on of s�ze.

Procedures
Days one and two

1. introduce pop art and some of its characteristics. Then show richard Hamilton’s Just What Is It That Makes 
Today’s Homes So Different, So Appealing? and play “i am the Walrus” by the beatles. Have students discover 
all the different items within the collage. What could this be an advertisement for? Give student the lyrics 
to “i am the Walrus.” Have them find a connection between the two. answers will vary—references to 
popular culture, mixing many different images, things put together without an apparent connection, etc.

2. Show Andy Warhol’s Mar�lyn Monroe, play J�m� Hendr�x’s “Foxy Lady” and then The Doors “Twent�eth 
Century Fox.” G�ve students the lyr�cs. How does the mus�c relate to the artwork? How does Warhol portray 
Mar�lyn? Show add�t�onal Mar�lyn p�eces by Warhol, such as Marilyn Monroe’s Lips. D�scuss Warhol’s 
background.

3. Show other work by Warhol (32 Campbell Soup Cans, Brillo Box, Elvis). How are these p�eces s�m�lar? (repet�t�on, 
dehuman�zat�on, packag�ng, etc.)

4. Show James Rosenqu�st’s F-111 and I Love You With My Ford. What �tems are w�th�n these collage pa�nt�ngs? 
How are they d�fferent from R�chard Ham�lton’s p�ece? How does �t make you feel?

5. Show artwork by L�chtenste�n (Drowning Girl, Little Big Painting, Hopeless, and Whaam). D�scuss h�s com�c style 
techn�que.

6. Show art work by Claus Oldenburg (Soft Giant Drum Set, Study for Giant Chocolate, Two Hamburgers, 
Hamburger, Popsicle, & Price). How does three d�mens�onal art work fit �nto the realm of pop art? Why would 
Odenburg use food? Do you want to eat �t? Does �t make you hungry?

Day Three (or more if you are not visiting the Museum)
7. V�s�t the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum’s I Want To Take You Higher: The Psychedelic Era 1965-1969 

exh�b�t. If you cannot v�s�t the Museum, have students research sources for psychedel�c �magery �n the l�brary, 
magaz�nes, �nternet, etc.

Days four through nine
8. After the research per�od, have a d�scuss�on about shared character�st�cs of pop art, the mus�c selected, and the 

psychedel�c era. (both movements rejected trad�t�onal values although �n d�fferent ways; both have opt�m�st�c 
feel; etc.) D�scuss any d�fferences students may d�scover.

 Have the class bra�nstorm �deas, words, p�ctor�al �mages that represent the psychedel�c era and comp�le a l�st. 
Have the group agree on one ma�n �mage that they w�ll use for the�r mural. Draw (who the teacher?) �mage so 
that part of �t �s on each of the three sect�ons of canvas. Separate the class �nto three groups. Each group w�ll be 
respons�ble for one panel of the mural. The three panels w�ll hang together when fin�shed. Each group creates 
a pre-sketch for the�r panel. The sketch should �nclude �mages and letter�ng reflect�ve of the t�me per�od. The 
sketch �s then transferred onto the canvas and pa�nt�ng beg�ns. Dur�ng the student product�on t�me play the rest 
of the CD from each of the groups (or the tape that �s prov�ded) that were used dur�ng the pop art presentat�on. 
Allow ample t�me for clean up each day.

Day ten
9. Have a class cr�t�que. Students should d�scuss the pos�t�ve connect�on between the three panels. How well does 

the mural represent the t�me per�od? the mus�c? the character�st�cs of pop art? Students should then complete 
a reflect�ve wr�t�ng p�ece about the�r role �n the mural as well as how the mural reflects the psychedel�c era and 
what aspects of the era the mural does not address.

10. D�splay the mural w�th�n your school.
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evaluation
The completed mural �s the evaluat�on for th�s un�t. The mural should be based on the follow�ng cr�ter�a:

1. Is the color reflect�ve of the t�me per�od?
2. Has an appropr�ate letter�ng style been �ncorporated �nto the mural?
3. Is the ent�re surface pa�nted?
4. D�d all students pa�nt?
5. Are the �mages reflect�ve of the t�me per�od?

selected recordings
“I Am the Walrus” recorded by The Beatles (Mag�cal Mystery Tour, EMI Records Ltd., 1967), lyr�cs and mus�c by John 
Lennon and Paul McCartney.
“Foxey Lady” recorded by J�m� Hendr�x (Are You Exper�enced, A Yameta Product�on, 1967), lyr�cs and mus�c by J�m� Hendr�x.
“Twent�eth Century Fox” recorded by The Doors (The Doors, Electra Records, 1967), lyr�cs and mus�c by The Doors.
“E�ffel Tower H�gh” recorded by Husker Du (Candle Apple Crey, Warner Bros. Records, Inc., 1986), lyr�cs by Bob Mould, 
mus�c by Bo Mould and Grant Hart.

enrichment/additional resources
After l�sten�ng to “I Am the Walrus” play Husker Du’s “E�ffel Tower H�gh.” Have students find a connect�on between the two 
works. Answers may vary—repet�t�on, references to popular culture, non-trad�t�onal sequenc�ng, E�ffel Tower, etc.
Have students find contemporary mus�c that �dol�zes or popular�zes women based on appearance.
When show�ng add�t�onal work by Andy Warhol, play The Velvet Underground. He des�gned the album cover. The Dead 
M�lkmen’s Smok�n’ Banana Peels has a parody of that cover and �n the l�ver notes you w�ll find a 10th-grade essay on “Smok�ng 
Banana Peels.”
Luc�e-Sm�th, Edward. Movements �n Art S�nce 1945. London: Thames and Hudson, 1984.
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Make a 1960s album Cover
Grade Level: M�ddle School, H�gh School 
Primary Subject: Soc�al Stud�es, H�story 

M�ch�gan H�stor�cal Center, Department of H�stor�es, Art & L�brar�es 
http://www.m�ch�gan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17451_18670_18793-53749--,00.html

background notes
Some mus�c of the 1960s was a soc�al commentary and veh�cle for soc�al change. Other mus�c celebrated l�fe, the beach, hot 
rods or told a story. The mus�c reflected the d�vers�ty of Amer�can culture. People attended l�ve concerts, �ndoors and out, 
l�stened to the rad�o, and played records—both 45s and LP albums.
The d�vers�ty of the mus�c dur�ng the decade can be seen �n the names of some of �ts most popular performers: Pat Boone, The 
Beach Boys, R�cky Nelson, the Beatles, the Roll�ng Stones, the Who, Herman’s Herm�ts, S�mon and Garfunkel, Joan Baez, Bob 
Dylan, the Grateful Dead, the Jefferson A�rplane, Jan�s Jopl�n, J�m� Hendr�x, Elv�s Presley, Smokey Rob�nson and the M�racles, 
the Marvelettes, the Supremes, Stev�e Wonder, the Temptat�ons, the Four Tops, D�ana Ross and the Jackson F�ve.
Have students l�sten to a var�ety of mus�c from the 1960s, then ask each student to select one song for wh�ch to create an 
album cover.

objectives
• Students w�ll l�sten to a var�ety of mus�c from the 1960s wh�ch w�ll g�ve them a feel�ng for the d�vers�ty of the 

sounds of the t�mes.
• Students w�ll create �mages based on the mus�cal sounds and words from the mus�c.
• Students w�ll create l�ner notes by wr�t�ng about one part�cular mus�c�an or group of mus�c�ans and the k�nd of 

mus�c they wrote.
• Students w�ll explore market�ng �ssues. What would attract people to buy the record? What makes people buy 

the record? Is �t the cover? the mus�c �tself? the name of the mus�c�an?

Michigan social studies Curriculum Content standards
The lesson presents an opportun�ty to address, �n part, these standards:

• 1.22 COMPREHENDING THE PAST: Students w�ll descr�be the past through the eyes and exper�ences of 
those who were there as revealed through the�r records.

• 4.2 BUSINESS CHOICES: Students w�ll expla�n and demonstrate how bus�nesses confront scarc�ty and cho�ce 
when organ�z�ng, produc�ng, and us�ng resources, and when supply�ng the marketplace.

Materials needed

Records from the 1960s, a record player (or 1960s songs on CD and player), “Golden Old�es,” paper, chalk, crayons, pa�nt, 
colored penc�ls

Directions
1. Before you play the mus�c, share some of the �nformat�on on the back album cover of the albums w�th the 

students so they can learn more about the mus�c and performers.
2. Have students l�sten to the 1960s mus�c and th�nk the songs and the messages.
3. D�scuss the mus�c based on “Quest�ons for D�scuss�on or Research.”
4. Have students each des�gn an album cover on paper pre-cut to the s�ze of an LP album cover (12” x 12”) and 

wr�te the�r own l�ner notes for the back of the cover.
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Questions for Discussion or research
1. Compare the messages of the 1960s songs you heard. How do they reflect the decade? To wh�ch aspects of the 

decade do each song’s lyr�cs speak?
2. Can you descr�be the past through the eyes and exper�ences of the 1960s mus�c�ans as revealed through the�r 

mus�c?
3. What would you want to convey on a cover of a 60s record you are sell�ng?
4. What do you want to say about the mus�c? The mus�c�an?
5. What aud�ence are you try�ng to attract to buy th�s record?
6. How do th�nk record producers plan for a market that m�ght or m�ght not choose to buy a part�cular album?

vocabulary
• lP: Long-play�ng, a phonograph record hav�ng m�crogrooves, for play�ng at 33-1/3 revolut�ons per m�nute 

(rpm).
• 45: A small phonograph record hav�ng m�crogrooves for play�ng at 45 revolut�ons per m�nute (rpm).
• liner notes: Informat�on about the mus�c or performers pr�nted on the back of the cover or jacket of a record, 

cassette or CD.

references
• All-Mus�c Gu�de, A searchable onl�ne database of recorded mus�c (Matr�x Software, B�g Rap�ds, M�ch�gan)
• "Any Old Way You Choose It": Popular Mus�c as an Introduct�on to Amer�can Stud�es, essay by Professor Dan�el 

Cz�trom
• B�anco, Dav�d. Heat Wave: The Motown Fact Book. Ann Arbor, MI: P�er�an Press, 1988.
• Carawan, Guy. Sing for Freedom: The Story of the Civil Rights Movement Through Its Songs. Bethelem, PA: S�ng 

Out Corp., 1990. (Or�g�nally publ�shed by Oak Publ�cat�ons as two volumes: We Shall Overcome, © 1963, and 
Freedom Is a Constant Struggle, © 1968.

• Stambler, Irw�n, and Grelun Landon. Encyclopedia of Folk, Country and Western Music. NY: St. Mart�ns Press, 1969.
• Waller, Don. The Motown Story. NY: Charles Scr�bner, 1985.
• Ward, Ed, Geoffrey Stokes, and Ken Tucker. Rock of Ages: The Rolling Stone History of Rock & Roll. NY: Roll�ng 

Stone Press/Summ�t Books, 1986.

http://www.allmusic.com/
http://www.georgetown.edu/crossroads/czarticl.html
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beatlemania 
Grade Level: M�ddle School, H�gh School 
Primary Subject: Soc�al Stud�es, H�story 

http://www.teacherv�s�on.fen.com/mus�c�ans/pr�ntable/46217.html

The�r first h�t, “Love Me Do,” reached only number seventeen on Br�t�sh mus�c charts �n 1962, but the�r powerful “beat” and 
d�st�nct�ve ha�rcuts helped them stand out from other groups. W�th the release of “She Loves You” �n 1963, the Beatles began a 
str�ng of major h�ts. After an appearance on Amer�can telev�s�on �n 1964, they enjoyed phenomenal success. At one po�nt, they 
held the top five spots on U.S. charts—a feat that has yet to be repeated. Qu�te poss�bly, the Beatles are the greatest mus�cal 
group �n h�story.
Just how d�d four boys from L�verpool make �t so b�g? The�r story began �n 1957 when John Lennon �nv�ted fifteen-year-
old Paul McCartney to jo�n h�s group, the Quarrymen. Gu�tar�st George Harr�son had jo�ned the group by August 1961, as 
well as drummer Pete Best. In 1962 Best was replaced by R�ngo Starr. After record store owner Br�an Epste�n became the�r 
manager, they s�gned w�th a record�ng company. It was not long before the Beatles became England’s b�ggest-ever �dols. The�r 
l�ve performances were accompan�ed by unprecedented hordes of scream�ng fans. After the�r February 1964 appearance on The 
Ed Sullivan Show, “the Fab Four,” as they were somet�mes called, became transatlant�c chart-toppers. Wh�le the�r first albums 
had comb�ned pop-soul songs w�th some of Lennon’s and McCartney’s or�g�nal compos�t�ons, later albums reflected the whole 
group’s efforts. They even wrote scores for the�r own films. Help! and A Hard Day’s Night dep�cted the�r l�ves and the hyster�a 
that followed them. In 1966 the Beatles gave up tour�ng to concentrate on stud�o work. The result�ng Revolver album has been 
regarded by many as the�r finest work, but the most �nnovat�ve was Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band. Released �n 
1967, the album was an eclect�c m�x of styles, comb�n�ng psychedel�a w�th symphon�c sounds. More changes were �n the future 
as the Beatles explored Eastern rel�g�on w�th the Mahar�sh� Mahesh Yog�. After the�r manager d�ed, they set up the�r own record 
company and released “Hey, Jude,” the�r best-sell�ng s�ngle. Other albums and a th�rd mov�e, Yellow Submarine, followed, but 
�n 1970 the Beatles broke up the�r partnersh�p. Ten years later,John Lennon was fatally wounded outs�de of h�s New York C�ty 
apartment bu�ld�ng, deny�ng forever aposs�ble, much-rumored reun�on.

activities
response Wr�te th�s quote on the board: “The Beatles were, qu�te s�mply, phenomenal.
They changed l�ves, they changed pop mus�c, they changed the world.” Ask the students to
wr�te a response to th�s quote.
investigate F�nd out more about the three Beatles, Paul, George and R�ngo. What paths have the�r careers followed?

Michigan social studies Curriculum Content standards
The lesson presents an opportun�ty to address, �n part, these standards:

• 1.22 COMPREHENDING THE PAST: Students w�ll descr�be the past through the eyes and exper�ences of 
those who were there as revealed through the�r records.
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Women’s liberation: betty friedan
Grade Level: M�ddle School, H�gh School 
Primary Subject: Soc�al Stud�es, H�story 

http://www.teacherv�s�on.fen.com/womens-r�ghts/pr�ntable/46209.html

In the years lead�ng up to the 1960s, the role of women �n Amer�can soc�ety was that of the trad�t�onal housew�fe and stay-
at-home mother. Several telev�s�on programs reflected these v�ews. I Love Lucy, Ozzie and Harriet, and Leave It to Beaver, for 
example, dep�cted happy households where Mom was content to take care of her fam�ly. Wr�ter Betty Fr�edan quest�oned 
th�s trad�t�onal�st v�ew of women, and dur�ng the early s�xt�es she �nvest�gated women’s true feel�ngs. Fr�edan found that 
many of them were unhappy and d�ssat�sfied w�th the l�m�tat�ons of be�ng housew�ves. As these women began seek�ng ways 
to change the�r l�ves, the women’s l�berat�on movement gathered momentum. Born Betty Goldste�n �n Peor�a, Ill�no�s, to 
a wealthy fam�ly, she was a br�ght, outgo�ng ch�ld. After graduat�ng from h�gh school as valed�ctor�an she went on to study 
psychology at Sm�th College. There she became ed�tor of the college newspaper. Th�s exper�ence helped her �n her job as a 
labor journal�st. However, �t d�d not prepare her for the d�scr�m�nat�on she and other women faced �n the work force. Her 
marr�age and motherhood only re�nforced the l�m�ted roles ava�lable to women �n the s�xt�es. Then she was asked to conduct 
a poll of her college classmates about the�r l�fe exper�ences. Fr�edan was amazed to find that the 200 women who responded 
were as d�ssat�sfied w�th the�r places �n soc�ety as she was. Fr�edan wrote an art�cle about her survey results, but no magaz�ne 
would publ�sh �t. One publ�sher, however, was �nterested �n a book. After five years of �nterv�ews and research�ng, The Feminine 
Mystique was publ�shed �n 1963. Enormously popular, the book po�nted out that Amer�can females rece�ved educat�ons that 
opened the�r m�nds yet left them fac�ng closed doors to all but a few career cho�ces. As more and more women were drawn to 
fem�n�sm, Fr�edan founded a group �n 1966 called NOW, the Nat�onal Organ�zat�on of Women. NOW worked to ach�eve 
equal r�ghts for women and �s st�ll an act�ve force �n soc�ety and pol�t�cs. Betty Fr�edan served as �ts pres�dent unt�l 1970 and 
today cont�nues to promote women’s equal�ty.

Michigan social studies Curriculum Content standards
The lesson presents an opportun�ty to address, �n part, these standards:

• 1.22 COMPREHENDING THE PAST: Students w�ll descr�be the past through the eyes and exper�ences of 
those who were there as revealed through the�r records.

• 8.3.3 WOMEN’S RIGHTS: Students w�ll analyze the causes and course of the women’s r�ghts movement �n the 
1960s and 1970s.

activity
Discussion Conduct a class d�scuss�on about women’s roles �n soc�ety today. Do women have equal r�ghts? Are they pa�d the 
same as men for equal work? Are the same career opportun�t�es ava�lable to women as to men?
The Problem In The Fem�n�ne Myst�que, Betty Fr�edan called �t “the problem that has no name.” Ask students to �dent�fy and 
d�scuss the problem. Does �t st�ll ex�st?
excerpts Read excerpts from The Fem�n�ne Myst�que aloud to students. D�scuss the content w�th the class.

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/womens-rights/printable/46209.html
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Part v: Websites & otHer resourCes
lorenzo Cultural Center exhibit information
a Dream achieved
Th�s exh�b�t from the NASA Glenn Research Center h�ghl�ghts two of the m�ss�ons (11 and the �ll-fated 13) of the Apollo 
program, wh�ch many feel stands as mank�nd’s greatest technolog�cal ach�evement.

bobby, Martin & John: once upon an american Dream
Select�on of fine art photography from the arch�ves of former LOOK Magaz�ne photographer Stanley Tret�ck that documents 
the courage of Dr. Mart�n Luther K�ng, Jr., John F. Kennedy and Robert F. Kennedy.

ferry Cross the Mersey: The british invasion
A travel�ng exh�b�t from the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame cons�sts of onstage and beh�nd the scenes gl�mpses of some of the 
Br�t�sh Invas�on acts of the early 1960s through 22 framed photos from the arch�ves of 16, a mus�c-or�ented magaz�ne for teens 
�n the S�xt�es and Sevent�es.

Michigan Moving Wall
A memor�al to the men and women from M�ch�gan who lost the�r l�ves �n the V�etnam War d�splay�ng the names of more than 
2,600 veterans who were k�lled �n act�on. It �s ma�nta�ned by the V�etnam Veterans of M�ch�gan, Chapter 154.

oh freedom over Me
A mult�med�a exh�b�t�on from Duke Un�vers�ty’s Center for Documentary Stud�es mark�ng the 40th ann�versary of Freedom 
Summer campa�gn of 1964 and showcas�ng photographs by the members of the Southern Democracy Project: Matt Herron, 
George Ball� and Dav�d Pr�nce.

technicolor Dreaming: 
Psychedelic Posters from the rock and roll Hall of fame and Museum
More than 30 posters �llustrat�ng the r�se of a new v�sual style �nfluenced by the pop art and the counterculture movements of 
the m�d 1960s.

viola liuzzo: an exemplary Woman in extraordinary times
From the M�ch�gan Women’s H�stor�cal Center, th�s retrospect�ve honors V�ola L�uzzo, a c�v�l r�ghts worker from Detro�t who 
was murdered by members of the Klu Klux Klan follow�ng the march to Montgomery �n 1965.
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MUSEUMS & EXHIBITS
art visions exhibitions

9609 Carousel Center North
Boca Raton, FL 33434
561-883-2145
www.artv�s�onexh�b�t�ons.com/OnceUpponAnAmer�canDream.html

Detroit Historical Museum
5401 Woodward Avenue 
Detro�t, M�ch�gan 48202 
313-833-7935 
www.detro�th�stor�cal.org

Duke university’s Center for Documentary studies
1317 West Pett�grew Street
Durham, NC 27705
919-660-3663
http://cds.aas.duke.edu/

Michigan Historical Museum
702 West Kalamazoo Street
Lans�ng, MI 48909
517-241-2236
www.m�ch�gan.gov/hal

Michigan Women’s Historical Center and Hall of fame
213 West Ma�n Street
Lans�ng, MI 48933
571-484-1880
www.m�ch�ganwomenshalloffame.org

nasa Glenn research Center
2100 Bookpark Road
Cleveland, OH 44135
216-433-4000
http://www.nasa.gov/centers/glenn/home/�ndex.html

The Center for Documentary studies at
Duke Un�vers�ty
1317 W. Pett�grew Street
Durham, NC 27705
919-660-3663
http://cds.aas.duke.edu/exh�b�ts/travel�ngfreedom.html#freedom

The rock and roll Hall of fame and Museum 
1100 Rock and Roll Boulevard  
Cleveland, Oh�o 44114
216-781-7625
www.rockhall.com

vietnam veterans of Michigan, Chapter 154
16945 Twelve M�le Road 
Rosev�lle, MI 48066 
586-776-9810
http://www.vva154.com/mov�ngwall.htm

OTHER LOCAL RESOURCES
Charles H. Wright Museum of african american History

315 East Warren Avenue
Detro�t, MI 48201
313-494-5800
http://www.maah-detro�t.org

The Henry ford Museum
20900 Oakwood Boulevard
Dearborn, MI 48124
313-982-6001
http://www.hfmgv.org/museum

Motown Historical Museum
2648 West Grand Boulevard
Detro�t, MI 48208
313-875-2264
www.motownmuseum.com

WEBSITES
The Detroit riots of 1967, rutgers university

http://www.67r�ots.rutgers.edu/d_�ndex.htm

The Feminist Chronicles
http://fem�n�st.org/research/chron�cles/chron�cl.html

The Martin luther King, Jr. research & education Center
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu

Museum of the Moving image, Presidential Campaign Commercials
www.l�v�ngroomcand�date.org

nasa—The apollo Program
http://www.nasa.gov/m�ss�on_pages/apollo

an interactive Journey Through nasa’s History
http://www.nasa.gov/externalflash/50th/�ndex.html

Pbs, Eyes on the Prize:  
America’s Civil Rights Movement 1954–1988 

www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesonthepr�ze

The Sixties Project
http://www2.�ath.v�rg�n�a.edu/s�xt�es/HTML_docs/S�xt�es.html

The vietnam veterans Memorial Wall Page
http://thewall-usa.com

http://www.artvisionexhibitions.com/OnceUpponAnAmericanDream.html
http://www.detroithistorical.org
http://cds.aas.duke.edu/
http://www.michigan.gov/hal
http://www.michiganwomenshalloffame.org
http://www.nasa.gov/centers/glenn/home/index.html
http://cds.aas.duke.edu/exhibits/travelingfreedom.html#freedom
http://www.rockhall.com
http://www.vva154.com/movingwall.htm
http://www.maah-detroit.org
http://www.hfmgv.org/museum
http://www.motownmuseum.com
http://www.67riots.rutgers.edu/d_index.htm
http://feminist.org/research/chronicles/chronicl.html
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo
http://www.nasa.gov/externalflash/50th/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize
http://www2.iath.virginia.edu/sixties/HTML_docs/Sixties.html
http://thewall-usa.com
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Part vi: suGGesteD reaDinG list
20th Century retail in Downtown Detroit/M�chael Hauser. Arcad�a Pub, 2008. 

www.arcad�apubl�sh�ng.com
• Speak�ng March 4 at 1:00pm and March 22 at 2:00pm

all our yesterdays/Arthur Woodford. Detro�t: Wayne State Un�vers�ty Press, 1969. 
www.wsupress.wayne.edu

• Speak�ng March 13 at 11:00am and 1:00pm

antiwarriors: The vietnam War and the battle for america’s Hearts and 
Minds/Melv�n Small. W�lm�ngton, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 2002. 

http://�sbndb.com/d/publ�sher/scholarly_resources.html
•	Speak�ng March 25 at 11:00am

assassination science: experts speak out on the Death of JfK/ed�ted by James 
Fetzer. Ch�cago: Catfeet Press, 1998.

• Speak�ng Apr�l 22 at 11:00am and 1:00pm

australia from space/Story Musgrave, des�gn by Anne and Lance Lenehan. 
Lann�stor�a, 2004.

www.atlasbooks.com
• Speak�ng March 29 at 2:00pm

boom! talking about the sixties: What Happened, How it shaped today, 
lessons for tomorrow/Tom Brokaw. New York: Random House, 2007.

www.randomhouse.com

Counselor: a life at the edge of History/ted sorensen. new york: Harper, 2008.
www.harpercoll�ns.com

• Speak�ng March 26 at 7:00pm

Dancing in the street: Motown and the Cultural Politics of Detroit/Suzanne 
E. Sm�th. Harvard Un�v. Pr., 2001.

www.hup.harvard.edu/

Defining visions/Mary Ann Watson. Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub., 2008.
www.w�ley.com

• Speak�ng Apr�l 30 at 11:00am and 1:00pm

a Different image: The legacy of broadside Press/ed�ted by Glor�a House, 
Albert M. Ward, and Rosemary Weatherston. Detro�t: Un�vers�ty of Detro�t 
Mercy Press: Broads�de Press, 2004.

www.broads�depress.org
• Speak�ng May 8 at 11:00 am and 1:00pm

an easy burden: The Civil rights Movement and the transformation of 
america/Andrew Young. New York: HarperColl�ns Publ�shers, 1996.

www.harpercoll�ns.com
• Speak�ng March 5 at 7:00pm

The feminine Mystique/Betty Fr�edan. New York: Norton, [1964] 2001.
www.wwnorton.com

The Great Zapruder film Hoax: Deceit and Deception in the Death of JfK/
James Fetzer. Ch�cago: Catfeet Press, 2003.

• Speak�ng Apr�l 22 at 11:00am and 1:00pm

Grit, noise and revolution/Dav�d Carson. Ann Arbor: Un�vers�ty of M�ch�gan 
Press, 2005.

www.press.um�ch.edu
• Speak�ng March 14 at 1:00pm

Guitar army: rock and revolution with The MC5 and the White Panther 
Party/John S�ncla�r and M�chael S�mmons. Los Angeles: Process, 2007.

www.human-nature.com/process-press
• Speak�ng March 7 at 1:00pm

Honor bound: american Prisoners of War in southeast asia, 1961–1973/
Stuart A. Rochester and Freder�ck T. K�ley. Annapol�s: Naval Inst�tute Press, 1999.

www.usn�.org/naval�nst�tutepress/�ndex.asp

i Have a Dream: Writings and speeches that Changed the World/Mart�n Luther 
K�ng, Jr; ed�ted by James M. Wash�ngton w�th a forward by Coretta Scott K�ng. 
San Franc�sco,: HarperSanFranc�sco, 1992.

www.harpercoll�ns.com

it Was all right: Mitch ryder’s life in Music /James A. M�tchell. Detro�t: Wayne 
State Un�vers�ty Press, 2008.

www.wsupress.wayne.edu
• M�tch Ryder perform�ng at MCPA  

on Apr�l 30 at 7:30pm

lyndon Johnson & the american Dream/Doris Kearns Goodwin. new york: 
st. Martin’s Press, 1991. 

http://us.macm�llan.com/SMP.aspx

Motor City rock & roll: The 1960s and 1970s /Bob Harr�s and J. Douglas 
Peters. Charleston: Arcad�a Pub., 2008.

www.arcad�apubl�sh�ng.com
• Speak�ng March 11 at 1:00pm

Moving beyond Words: age, rage, sex, Power, Money, Muscles: breaking the 
boundries of Gender/Glor�a Ste�nem. New York: S�mon & Schuster, 1994.

www.s�monandschuster.com
• Speak�ng Apr�l 16 at 7:00pm

Murder in Dealey Plaza: What We Know now that We Didn’t Know Then/
James Fetzer. Ch�cago: Catfeet Press ; Emeryv�lle, Cal�f.: D�str�buted by Publ�shers 
Group West, 2000.

www.pgw.com/home
• Speak�ng Apr�l 22 at 11:00am and 1:00pm

MusicHound essential album Guide series/Gary Graff. Detro�t: V�s�ble Ink Press.
www.v�s�ble�nk.com

• Speak�ng March 6 at 11:00am

outrageous acts and everyday rebellions/Glor�a Ste�nem. New York: H. 
Holt, 1995.

http://us.macm�llan.com/HenryHolt.aspx
• Speak�ng Apr�l 16 at 7:00pm

The Pipe Dreamers/Sandra Gurv�s. Ch�cago: Olmstead Press, 2001.
• Speak�ng May 14 at 11:00am and 1:00pm

revolution from Within: a book of self-esteem /Glor�a Ste�nem. Boston: L�ttle, 
Brown and Co., 1992.

• Speak�ng Apr�l 16 at 7:00pm

rocking down the Dial/Dav�d Carson. Troy, M�ch.: Momentum Books, 2000.
www.momentumbooks.com

• Speak�ng March 14 at 1:00pm

This is Detroit/Arthur Woodford. Detro�t: Wayne State Un�vers�ty Press, 2001.
www.wsupress.wayne.edu

• Speak�ng March 13 at 11:00am and 1:00pm

vietnam and the united states: origins and legacy of War/Gary R. Hess. 
Boston: Twaynes Publ�shers, 1990. 

http://�sbndb.com/d/publ�sher/twayne_publ�shers.html
• Speak�ng March 29 at 2:00pm

vietnam: explaining america’s lost War (Contesting the Past)/Gary R. Hess. 
Malden, MA ; Oxford: Blackwell Pub., 2009.

www.w�ley.com
• Speak�ng March 29 at 2:00pm

vietnam: a History/Stanley Karnow. New York: Pengu�n Books, 1997.
www.pengu�n.com

• Speak�ng May 7 at 7:00pm

a Way out of no Way: The spiritual Memoirs of andrew young/Andrew Young.  
Nashv�lle: T. Nelson Publ�shers, 1994.

• Speak�ng March 5 at 7:00pm

Where Have all the flower Children Gone?/Sandra Gurv�s. Jackson: Un�vers�ty 
Press of M�ss�ss�pp�, 2006.

www.upress.state.ms.us
• Speak�ng May 14 at 11:00am and 1:00pm

http://www.arcadiapublishing.com
http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu
http://isbndb.com/d/publisher/scholarly_resources.html
http://www.atlasbooks.com
http://www.randomhouse.com
http://www.harpercollins.com
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/
http://www.wiley.com
http://www.broadsidepress.org
http://www.harpercollins.com
http://www.wwnorton.com
http://www.press.umich.edu
http://www.human-nature.com/process-press
http://www.usni.org/navalinstitutepress/index.asp
http://www.harpercollins.com
http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu
http://us.macmillan.com/SMP.aspx
http://www.arcadiapublishing.com
http://www.simonandschuster.com
http://www.pgw.com/home
http://www.visibleink.com
http://us.macmillan.com/HenryHolt.aspx
http://www.momentumbooks.com
http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu
http://isbndb.com/d/publisher/twayne_publishers.html
http://www.wiley.com
http://www.penguin.com
http://www.upress.state.ms.us
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